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Abstract.

Relevance. The issue of ethnic cleansing and forced displacement remains one of the most sensitive and significant
topics in the modern history of the South Caucasus. The transformation of discriminatory practices into an official state
policy in the Armenian SSR during the 1980s had profound demographic, social, and political consequences. Studying this
process is particularly relevant for understanding the roots of regional conflicts, the violation of human rights, and the long-
term impact on the Azerbaijani population who were subjected to systematic pressure, deportation, and loss of historical
homeland.

Purpose. The main purpose of this research is to analyze the process through which ethnic cleansing against Azerbaijanis
in the Armenian SSR evolved into a state-supported policy during the 1980s. The study aims to examine the mechanisms,
driving forces, and ideological foundations of this transformation, as well as to assess its consequences for the Azerbaijani
population, including forced migration, socio-economic marginalization, and cultural displacement.

Conclusion. The study concludes that in the 1980s, discriminatory actions against the Azerbaijani population in the
Armenian SSR gradually evolved into a systematic and organized state policy characterized by ethnic cleansing. This
process was driven by political, ideological, and nationalist factors, which led to the mass expulsion of Azerbaijanis from
their historical lands, the destruction of their socio-cultural environment, and significant demographic changes in the region.
As a result, the Azerbaijani population faced severe human rights violations, loss of property, and forced displacement. The
findings highlight that these events not only reshaped the ethnic composition of the Armenian SSR but also contributed to the
escalation of regional tensions, the consequences of which continue to influence the socio-political dynamics of the South
Caucasus today.
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Tpancdopmanisa eTHIYHUX YUCTOK Y ACPKABHY MOJITHKY Y
BipMeHchKiil PCP y 1980-x pokax Ta cranoBuie
a3epOal/IKAHCHKOT0 HACEJIEHHS

Kyp6anosa Mipsapi

bakuncovkuil deporicasnuil ynisepcumem (baky, Azepoaiidiican)

AHoTanis

AkTyanbHicTb. [Ipo0eMa €THIYHMX YUCTOK 1 IPUMYCOBOIO MEPECENCHHS 3alUIIA€ThCA OAHIEI0 3 HAHUyTIMBIIIMX
i HaWBAXIIMBIMIUX TeM y cydacHiii ictopii [liBnennoro Kapkasy. [lepeTBOpeHHS TUCKpUMIHAIIHHUX MPAKTUK Y OQIIiiHY
JiepkaBHy noniTuky B Bipmencokiii PCP y 1980-x pokax Mano ruboki gemorpadivsi, colianbHi Ta NOMITHYHI HACTIAKH.
BuBUYECHHS [ILOTO MPOIECY OCOOIUBO aKTyallbHE JIsI PO3YMIHHS TOXO/DKCHHSI pPEeriOHalbHUX KOH(IIIKTIB, MOPYIICHL
NpaB JIIOIUHU Ta JTIOBFOCTPOKOBHX HACIIIKIB Ul a3epOaiikaHCHKOTO HACEJIeHHs, sSIKe 3a3Haj0 CHCTEMAaTHYHOTO THCKY,
JIENOpTAallii Ta BTpaTH iCTOPUYHOT OATHKIBILIUHH.

Merta. ['onoBHa MeTa IbOTO JOCIIJUKCHHS — IIPOaHali3yBaTH IpOIEC, y Pe3yNbTarTi SKOro eTHIYHI YHCTKH IPOTH
asepOaitkaniiB y Bipmencobkiii PCP y 1980-x pokax mepeTBOPHIIMCS Ha TOJITHKY, MiATPUMYBaHY JIepkKaBor. MeTor
JIOCITIJIKCHHS € BUBUCHHSI MEXaHI3MIB, PYIIIHHUX CHJI 1 1/ICOJIOTIYHUX OCHOB I1i€l TpaHcopMallii, a TAKOXK OL[IHKH 11 HACIIKIB
Ul a3epOaiPKaHChKOTO HACENICHHs, BKJIIOUHO 3 IPUMYCOBOIO MIrpali€io, coLialbHO-6eKOHOMIYHOIO MapriHajii3alieo Ta
KyJIBTYpHHAM IePeMillIeHHSIM.

BucnoBok. JlocnimkeHHs mokasye, mo y 1980-x pokax AMCKpUMIHALMHI i1 111070 a3epOaiiPkaHChKOTO HACEJICHHS B
BipmeHcekiit PCP 1ocTyoBo nepeTBOpHIINCS Ha CHCTEMAaTHYHY Ta OPraHi30BaHy JepiKaBHY MOJIITHKY, [0 XapaKTEPU3YEThCS
CTHIYHOI0 YMCTKO0. Lleii mporec OyB 3yMOBIICHHI MOMITHYHUMH, 1ICOJOTTYHIMHU Ta HAIIOHATICTUYHUME (HaKTOpaMH, 110
MPU3BEJIO JI0 MAacOBOTO BHMI'HAHHS a3epOaif/KaHIiB 3 IXHIX ICTOPUYHHUX 3€MEJlb, 3HHUILICHHS IXHBOTO COIIOKYJIBTYPHOTO
CepeIoBUILA Ta 3HAYHKX JIeMOorpadiuHUX 3MiH y perioHi. BHaciiiok 11boro azepOaiikaHChKe HaCeIICHHS 3a3HAJI0 CEPHO3HUX
MOPYIIEHB TIPaB JIOMHU, BTPATH MalfHa Ta IPHUMYCOBOTO MepeceeHHs. Pe3ynbpTaTy cBiuars, Mo i MO/Iil He JIHIIIe 3MiHWINH
eTHiuHMi ckian Bipmencokoi PCP, a i cipusuin eckanarii perioHajabHOT HApyKEHOCTI, HACHIIKHU SIKOT i 10C1 BIUTUBAIOTH
Ha COLialIbHO-NONITHYHY cuTyauio Ha IliBnennomy KaBkasi.

KumrouoBi cioBa: 3axiguuil AsepOaiijkan, aHTH a3epOaiffkaHChKa MOJITHKA, CTHIYHI YHCTKH, IOPYLICHHS IIPaB
JIFOTUHH, JIepKaBa, A3epOaiikan
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Introduction.

Problem definition. The consequences of the
unsuccessful policies pursued in the Soviet Union in
the second half of the 1980s led to increased tension in
interethnic relations. Radical Armenian nationalists, who
enjoyed significant support from Armenian organizations,
strengthened their ties with the Soviet leadership, which
resulted inintensified repression, persecution, and violence
against the Azerbaijani population, forcing people to
migrate through the imposition of restrictions. The main
objective was the complete Armenization (it is a policy)
of the territory of Western Azerbaijan by displacing and
eliminating all traces of the local Azerbaijani population,
as well as transforming Armenia into a mono-ethnic state.

Over time, the policy of discrimination acquired a
systematic character, causing large-scale clashes between
the two peoples. Local personnel were subjected to
persecution and removed from administration, control
over the mass media was strengthened, and they were
progressively shut down, while increasing restrictions
and repression in the field of education made people’s
lives more difficult.

During the Tehran conference held from November
28 to December 1, 1943, Armenians appealed to the USSR
Foreign Minister V. Molotov and requested the transfer of
Armenians living in Iran to the USSR. After V. Molotov
received the consent of I. Stalin, Armenians living in Iran
were allowed to be transferred to the Armenian SSR. On
October 19, 1946, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR adopted a decision on the transfer of Armenians
living in foreign countries to the territory of the Armenian
SSR. However, Molotov's proposal was significantly
changed after the Armenian leadership agreed with Stalin.
It was decided that Armenians to be resettled should be
resettled in Armenia, and Azerbaijanis living here should
be resettled in Azerbaijan instead. Thus, with the guidance
and blessing of the Center, the next stage of expulsion
of Azerbaijanis from their ancestral lands in the territory
of the Armenian SSR began. The implementation of the
resettlement was formalized on December 23, 1947, by
the decision of the Council of Ministers of the USSR
No. 4083 "On the resettlement of collective farmers and
other Azerbaijani population from the Armenian SSR
to the Kur-Araz plain of the Azerbaijan SSR". Later, a
concrete action plan was prepared, which was added
to that decision, to speed up the implementation of this
process. According to this decision, 100,000 Azerbaijanis,
including 10,000 in 1948, 40,000 in 1949, and 50,000 in
1950, were to be relocated to Azerbaijan in 1948-1950
"based on the voluntary principle". The eleventh article
of the decision stated that the Council of Ministers of the
Armenian SSR should be allowed to use the buildings and
residential houses vacated by them in connection with the
resettlement of Azerbaijanis to house the Armenians who
were transferred from foreign countries to the territory of
the Armenian SSR. (Mammadova and Babayeva, 2025)

The purpose of the research is to research the
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transformation of ethnic cleansing into state policy in
Armenian SSR in the 80s years and the situation of the
Azerbaijan population.

Analysis of the research and publications. In
reality, these processes were carried out in a systematic
manner and without public disclosure. The official policy
of the leadership of the Armenian SSR was to create
the appearance of protecting the interests of the peoples
living on its territory. However, an analysis of the cultural
and informational life of the Azerbaijani population
living in the Armenian SSR at that time reveals the actual
situation. For example, control over the publication of
one of the newspapers of that time, “Soviet Armenia”, in
the Azerbaijani language was strengthened, and Yerevan
Radio was allowed to broadcast in the Azerbaijani
language for only half an hour per day (Agamaliyeva,
2017).

Binnet Asgar, who worked as a printer in the
Armenian SSR, is one of the witnesses of that period.
In his interview, he describes in detail the difficulties
they faced and explains the reasons for the closure of
the Azerbaijani-language press. Binnet Asgar notes
that the only Azerbaijani person buried in the honorary
alley in Yerevan was Rza Valibayov, who in 1947-1949
held the positions of People's Commissar of Justice of
the Armenian SSR, Deputy Chairman of the Council of
People's Commissars, Deputy Minister of Education, as
well as editor of the newspaper “Soviet Armenia.”

An analysis of the fate of the subsequent editors
of this publication shows that they were systematically
subjected to threats and pressure of a violent nature, as a
result of which many of them were forced to emigrate to
Azerbaijan.

According to Binnet Asker, by November 1988, about
90 percent of the staff of the newspaper “Soviet Armenia”
were forced to resign. Persecution, pressure, and attacks
on residential houses occurred on a daily basis. Binnet
Asker’s own house was attacked three times, and each
time more than 10 Armenians threw stones and axes at it.
Many employees were subjected to beatings. Adil Irevanli
(the brother of Akbar Irevanli) and a number of other
representatives of the intelligentsia were also subjected
to physical pressure. In general, the attitude toward the
Azerbaijani intelligentsia was widely known in society,
which made further stay on the territory of the Armenian
SSR impossible: they were arrested, defamed, subjected
to violence, and forced to leave the republic and move to
Azerbaijan or other countries.

This planned “cleansing” began to manifest itself
already in the 1980s. Azerbaijani personnel, removed
from leadership positions under numerous pretexts,
were replaced by numerous Armenian nationalist cadres.
Among them were many Armenians brought from abroad
under the guise of “repatriation.” At that time, these
Armenians, resettled on the territory of the Armenian
SSR with various promises, were required not only to
be settled but also to be provided with jobs, which was
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resolved through the expulsion of the local Azerbaijani
population.

The migration of Armenians living abroad to these
territories was one of the main issues of interest to
chauvinistic forces. The leadership of the Armenian SSR
attempted to increase the number of Armenians through
political methods. For this purpose, they established
connections with the leadership of the USSR and sought
decisions in their favor. One such decision was the
resolution of the Council of Ministers of the USSR dated
June 20, 1985, on the continuation of the “repatriation”
of Armenians from abroad to the USSR [3, p. 9]. In
addition, in November 1986, the First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Armenia,
Karen Demirchyan, wrote a secret letter to the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
requesting the arrival of Armenians from abroad (Qasimli,
2016).

Karen Demirchyan, in his letter, noted that from
the first days of the establishment of Soviet power in
Armenia, a process of resettlement of Armenians from
other countries took place. He stated that during the years
of Soviet rule, a total of more than 230,000 Armenians
were brought to Armenia, and declared that Armenians
living in the countries of the Near and Middle East
(Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan) wished to reside
permanently in the Armenian SSR. He also noted that the
policy of bringing Armenians to the Armenian SSR had
important political significance and requested to extend
the implementation period of the decision of the Central
Committee of the CPSU and the Council of Ministers of
the USSR dated June 20, 1985, until the end of 1990.
However, all historical facts show that the use of the term
“repatriation” in this decision is incorrect, demonstrating
that the resettled Armenians were in fact unfamiliar with
these territories.

The anti-Azerbaijani policy, which rapidly intensified
since the time of Karen Demirchyan, was also reflected
in the restrictions he imposed on the Armenian director
Sergei Parajanov. Armenians turned the director into an
object of condemnation for his love of Azerbaijani culture,
burning photographs taken by him in Baku and Sheki
for the film “Ashik Kerib.” Sergei Parajanov appeared
on stage with a Karabakh carpet, thereby expressing his
protest against an Armenian film about the “genocide,”
which was banned by the Armenian leadership because it
did not align with their point of view. Despite all this, the
Armenian director said: “Ashik Kerib is my testament,
the Azerbaijani music in the film is my voice” (Report
Information Agency, 2024).

The main material. The policy of extremism toward
Azerbaijanis became increasingly harsh with each
passing day. The inability of the leadership to intervene
in the situation and the disregard for the complaints
of the indigenous population led desperate people to
leave the lands they had built and improved over the
years and to turn to Azerbaijan. Propaganda created
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negative perceptions among people that were practically
irreconcilable and seemingly endless. Over time, even
ordinary Armenians became involved in this unbearable
policy, which had previously been carried out by
chauvinistic forces. Azerbaijani Turks faced insults and
threats in all public institutions (Qasimli, 2015). Patients
were not treated, and medical assistance was refused to
those in need of emergency care. According to Miraslan
Bekirli, one of the witnesses of that period, after the
escalation of the conflicts, hospitals did not accept
Azerbaijani patients, and doctors refused to treat them.
“For this reason, Nazakat Demirchieva and Rukayya
Demirchieva, who were shocked and suffered a heart
attack after the incident, died. Their relatives did not
even have time to erect a gravestone for the deceased”
(Qurbanova, 2025).

Not only the Armenian, but also the Azerbaijani
leadership showed indifference to what was happening;
in some cases, it stood aside without taking any
countermeasures. They only tried to calm the population,
behaving as if there was no danger. This is also evidenced
by information from the informational document of the
Republican Committee for State Security on the situation
in Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Nagorno-Karabakh for
1987-1989. Thus, the document states that on February
21, 1988, 70 Azerbaijanis expelled from Kapan came
to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Azerbaijan and informed the republican leadership about
the impossibility of living in Armenia. Responsible
officials from the Azerbaijani leadership, having listened
to the complainants, advised them to convey their
complaints to the Armenian leadership (Qasimli, 2015).

Armenians who lived and grew up together with
Azerbaijanis were also unable to provide help. Since
they were also being monitored and punished, they had
no opportunity to help anyone. Irada Rzazade, who was
among the witnesses, notes that “the number of rallies
held in Yerevan increased, and houses were subjected
to searches. They also attacked the house of chemistry
teacher Hasan Muallim. They were unable to catch
anyone in the house because they had gone down to the
basement. A neighboring Armenian told the attackers
that there was no one in the house” (Qurbanova, 2025).
From the information provided by Irada Rzazade, it is
clear that the Azerbaijani population could no longer
receive help from anyone. Even neighbors who had lived
in the same place for years could not save one another.
Quote: “One morning, when I was leaving the house, our
Armenian neighbor who worked in the army told me:
‘Irada, I did not sleep last night. A car came, they looked
into your window and the window opposite our house
(where the daughter of that teacher Hasan, Sofi Khanum,
Qadir, and their children Fatma and Safar lived). I was
afraid that they might suddenly attack me, what could
I do? After that, we thought about finding a house and
leaving’” (Qurbanova, 2025).

All of this became the result of a biased policy carried
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out against Azerbaijanis in Armenia, which chauvinistic
forces, having waited for the right opportunity for years,
took advantage of and implemented their plans without
hesitation. In schools, classes were deliberately closed,
and restrictions on education were introduced. In the
1980s, textbooks used in schools of the Armenian SSR
intentionally distorted maps: territories belonging to
Azerbaijan were deliberately presented as lands belonging
to Armenians. The existing press and mass media
continued their activities in a strongly pro-Armenian
spirit. All these circumstances were part of a policy of
“ethnic cleansing,” which Armenians had been planning
for years. With the aim of creating an “Armenia without
Turks,” Azerbaijani-owned cemeteries were destroyed,
and mosques and mausoleums where they sought refuge
were burned and set on fire (Agamaliyeva, 2025).

Despite all official propaganda, Armenians did not
refrain from the atrocities committed against the local
Azerbaijani population. Irada Rzazade reports that in
1988, a Russian journalist filmed a documentary at a
school about ethnic relations in Armenia. During the
filming, the Russian language teacher (whose husband
at the time worked for the newspaper “Soviet Armenia”)
stated without hesitation: “we, Azerbaijanis, are a
tolerant nation. We live here without any discrimination,
but we and our children are treated very poorly.” This
opinion was also confirmed by the school student Telman
Gasymov. This interview caused them serious difficulties
in their later lives.

After the program was aired, a group of Armenians
passing by the school noticed the teacher being
interviewed on the school balcony and attacked the
school. Despite the difficulties, the school staff somehow
managed to rescue the teacher. After this incident, the
teacher was soon forced to leave not only the school but
also the Armenian SSR as a whole (Qurbanova, 2025).

Armenians, who sought to displace Azerbaijanis
from their historical lands through lies and slander, were
eventually able to realize their intentions. Slander was one
of the most effective instruments they could use. Seeing
that people were defenseless, they became even more
cruel. The policy carried out throughout the 20th century
and the conflicts that reached their peak in the late 1980s
also began to manifest on the territory of Azerbaijan. For
this purpose, Armenians living there were also mobilized.
Thus, the unrest in Sumgait, carried out in February
1988, became a scene of violence planned by a group
of Armenians with special skill. In an interview with the
newspaper “Khalq,” deputy Sabina Salmanova noted
that: “the events in Sumgait were a pre-planned scenario.
On February 27-29, 1988, Armenians in Sumgait acted
according to their own scenario. Thus, according to a pre-
developed plan and with their direct participation, as a
result of the mass unrest that took place in Sumgait on
February 28-29, 26 Armenians and 6 Azerbaijanis were
killed, and 87 out of 198 people who received various
bodily injuries were hospitalized. In addition, during the
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events, 60 apartments were looted, 14 cars were burned,
8 cars were damaged, and the windows of 16 commercial
premises were broken. 17 vehicles of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of the Azerbaijan SSR were crushed. It
should be especially noted that the houses in Sumgait
were damaged specifically by Armenians who did not pay
money to the organization ‘Krunk.’

S. Salmanova also stated that research and eyewitness
testimonies confirm that the organizer of the events was
Eduard Grigoryan, who had previously been convicted
twice. It is no coincidence that Vladimir Kalinichenko, a
former investigator for especially important cases under
the USSR Prosecutor General’s Office, also confirmed in
his interviews that Grigoryan was the leader of a criminal
group: “Grigoryan was the leader of a criminal group.
According to eyewitness accounts, before his arrest
he was sometimes portrayed as a Lezgin, sometimes
as a Dagestani, sometimes as an Avar—in short, as
a representative of the North Caucasus.” Numerous
eyewitness accounts also confirm that he personally
killed 6 people and raped 3 women of Armenian origin.
E. Grigoryan, sentenced by the court to 12 years of
imprisonment, was transferred to Armenia to serve his
sentence and was later released” (Salmanova, 2025).

For many years, evidence was discovered that this
incident had been planned for terrorist purposes. After
this incident, the fate of the oppressed people living in
the Armenian SSR became even more tragic, and the
process of their expulsion from their homeland continued
at a rapid pace.

This became one of the key tools for concealing the
failed policy of “perestroika” in Soviet Russia, especially
that of Mikhail Gorbachev. Despite being aware of
what was happening, Mikhail Gorbachev, ignoring the
situation, tried to demonstrate complete indifference.
For this reason, his warning to the Politburo on March
3, 1988, stating that it was wrong to ignore the emerging
problems, was in fact a misleading instruction aimed at
protecting his authority in public opinion (Waal, 2003).
The essence of his position was reduced to the protection
of Armenians living on the territory of Azerbaijan. In
each of his speeches, under the guise of national policy,
Mikhail Gorbachev consistently emphasized the need to
protect Armenians.

In 1988, when the final stage of ethnic cleansing
began, more than 170 villages in the Armenian SSR were
inhabited only by Azerbaijanis, and in approximately
90 villages Azerbaijanis made up the majority of the
population. The total number of settlements inhabited by
Azerbaijanis exceeded 300. Just one year later, in 1989,
90 percent of the 3.5 million population of the Armenian
SSR were Armenians, 5 percent were Azerbaijanis, 2
percent were Russians, and 3 percent were representatives
of other nationalities (Sliyev, 2022).

The situation became even more acute in March—
April. According to information from the Azerbaijani
KGB for this period, by the beginning of April 1988,
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6,000 Azerbaijani refugees had fled from Armenia
(Qasimli, 2015).

During the period of increasing tension, the First
Secretaries of both the Azerbaijan SSR and the Armenian
SSR were replaced. Abdurrahman Vezirov replaced
Kamran Baghirov, and Suren Harutyunyan replaced
Karen Demirchyan (Arutyunyan A. A., 2024). However,
this change in leadership did not in any way alleviate
the violence against Azerbaijanis; on the contrary, it
intensified the anti-Turkic policy.

On June 15, 1988, at a session of the Supreme Soviet
of the Armenian SSR chaired by Suren Harutyunyan,
a decision was made to approve the inclusion of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast of the Azerbaijan
SSR into the Armenian SSR. He noted that if the Armenian
people, with the support of the Armenian leadership,
seriously demanded the inclusion of the Nagorno-
Karabakh Autonomous Oblast into the Armenian SSR,
the leadership of the Soviet Union would not ignore
it and would concede this territory to the Armenians
(ApyTions, 2009).

Conclusions.

This racist and extremist policy, carried out by
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