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Abstract

Elections are the most common way for citizens to participate in the political life of the country. The electoral
process is an integral part of the socio-political life of any democratic state. The main purpose of elections is to
legitimize power. With their help, the people empower their representatives to exercise their sovereign rights. Having
received legal status as a result of elections, a representative body or official shall exercise the powers provided for
by the Constitution or other legislative act. The main task of any electoral system of a democratic state is to ensure
the representation of the will of the people and the effective functioning of the entire political system and authorities,
regardless of its level. There is no doubt that democracy today is a democracy of parties and that in order to become
such for an electoral system, it must turn to a multi-party system. Only in such a context does it make sense to talk
about free and alternative elections. On the contrary, a one-party system is unacceptable, even as a theoretical choice
in the context of discussing the legal aspects of the electoral process. The problem of choosing an electoral system is
usually one of the key issues in the political life of a country, acquiring particular urgency in certain periods. There
have been cases when the issue of the country's future electoral system was decided directly by citizens through
popular vote. The study and analysis of foreign experience in the field of the electoral process seems relevant and
scientifically significant. The problem of transparency of the electoral process as a key element of democracy occupies
one of the central places in relations related to the conduct of elections. The article discusses the features and principles
of functioning of the electoral systems of the leading countries of the world, such as the USA, France and Japan.
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OcobmBoCTI BHOOPUMX CHCTEM MPOBITHUX KPAiH CBiTY (Ha
npukiaaai CIHIA, ®@paunuii Ta AnoHii)

AbpyniiaeBa Tacupa Iemain
baxuncovkuii oeprrcaenuii ynieepcumem (baxy, Azepoaiioxncan)

AHoOTauis

Bubopu € HaiimommpeHinmmMm criocodoM y4acTi TPOMajisiH Y TOJMITHYHOMY KHTTI Kpainu. Bubopuwmii nporec €
HEBIJI'€MHOIO YaCTHHOIO CYCIUIBHO-TIOIITHYHOTO KUTTA OyIb-SKO1 IEMOKpaTn4HOi epkasu. OCHOBHA MeTa BUOOpIB
— nerituMizaris Bragu. 3 iX JOIMOMOTOI0 HApOA HAIUILE CBOIX NMPEICTABHUKIB TOBHOBAKCHHAMH 3IHCHIOBATH CBOL
cyBepeHHi npaBa. OTpuMaBIIM B pe3yibrari BUOOPIB MPaBOBUH cTaryc, MpPEACTaBHUIBKHN opraH abo mocanoBa
ocoba 3[iiicHIOE TIOBHOBaKEHHS, TmepenbadeHi KOHCTHUTYIi€I0 4M IHIIMM 3aKOHOAABYMM akToM. OCHOBHHM
3aBIAHHAM Oyib-K0i BHOOpYOi CHCTEMH IEMOKPAaTHYHOI AEpKaBH € 3a0e3leYeHHs BOJCBHUSBICHHS HAapoxLy Ta
e(dexTHBHOTrO (PyHKIIOHYBAaHHS BCI€l MOJITHYHOI CHCTEMHU Ta BJaay He3alexXHO Bij 11 piBHsA. Hemae cymHiBy, 1o
JIEMOKpATisi CbOTO/IHI — I1e AEMOKpATisl MapTii, 1 1o BuOOpya cucremMa craja Takor, BOHA TOBUHHA IIEPETBOPUTHUCS
Ha OararomapTiiHy cHcTeMy. Tinmeku B TaKOMY KOHTEKCTi € CEHC TOBOPHTHU npo BUIbHI 1 aJIBTCPHATHBHI BUOODH.
Hapnaxu, oxmonapriiina cucTeMa € HENPUHHSTHOIO HABITH SIK TCOPCTHYHHMH BHOID Y KOHTEKCTI OOTOBOpCHHS
TPaBOBHX ACIEKTIB BHOOpUoro mnpouecy. IIpobnema BuGopy BHOOPUOi CHCTEMN 3a3BUYal € OMHIEIO 3 KIIOYOBHX y
MOJIITHYHOMY JKUTTI KpaiHW, HaOyBarouu B IIEBHI Iepiogu ocoONMBOI rocTpoTH. Bimomi BUMamku, KOJIM MUTaHHS
MaiiOyTHBOI BHOOPYOi CHCTEMH KpaiHM BUpIIIyBajocs Oe3MOCepeHbO I'POMAISHAMHU IIUISIXOM BCEHApPOIAHOTO
roJIoCYyBaHHS. BHBUGHHS Ta aHali3 3apyODKHOTO JIOCBiAYy y cepi BHOOPUOTO IMpoIiecy BHUIAETHCS aKTyadbHUM 1
HayKoBO 3Ha4yImuM. [Ipobiema ipo30pocTi BUOOPIOTo Mporecy sK KIFYOBOTO €IEMEHTY JeMOKpaTii mociae oxHe
3 HEHTPAJIBHUX MICIb Y BIIHOCHHAX, OB’ SI3aHUX 3 IPOBEICHHAM BHOOPIB. Y CTaTTI pO3MIsIaloThCs OCOOINBOCTI Ta
NpUHOMIH (QYHKIIOHYBaHHS BUOOPYNX CHCTEM IPOBIIHUX KpaiH cBiTy, Takux sk CLLIA, @panmis ta SAmnowHis.
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Introduction.

In the modern world, the state is a complex
institutional system, consisting of different subsystems,
one of which is the electoral system. Maximum
involvement of the population in electoral activities is
the key to stability and order in public life. Each state
creates its own electoral model, based on its traditions
and mentality of the people.

The concept of an electoral system in science is quite
controversial. However, summarizing the most common
points of view, we can point out that the concept of an
electoral system is interpreted in two senses — broad
and narrow. In a broad sense, the electoral system is a
set of social relations for the organization and conduct of
elections in a particular state. In this sense, the electoral
system is an object of regulation of electoral law.

In a narrow sense, an eclectoral system is a way of
determining the results of elections and the elected
candidates.

The modern electoral system is characterized by a set
of rules and norms on the basis of which the relationship
between the legislative and executive branches of
government is determined and their legitimacy is
achieved.

Summarizing the existing definitions, researchers
studying the features of existing electoral systems
understand the electoral system as: a) a set of legal norms;
b) many social connections that arise in the process of
organizing and holding elections.

The basis for the purposeful functioning of the
electoral system is the system’s satisfaction of people’s
needs and interests, which strengthens its support
by society. In the opposite situation, support for the
system weakens and crisis phenomena increase in it. An
important property of the system is its ability to carry out
transformations in society and at the same time maintain
stability. In a number of countries, the electoral system
as a political institution is characterized by stability and
stability, as a result of which it was “mothballed” and
remained an attribute of bygone systems in the modern
world (Gaichenya, 2019).

At this point in time, the following main types of
electoral systems exist:

* Proportional;

» Majoritarian;

* Mixed.

Main part.

A proportional electoral system is a type of electoral
system in which the voting results are determined by the
principle of allocating seats in proportion to the number of
votes received by each party. Voting takes place according
to party lists. Under a proportional system, elections are
held only on a party basis: voting is based on party lists,
and the population votes not for specific candidates, but
for a political party. Thus, the most important condition
for the functioning of the proportional system is the
presence of political parties in the state. Parties are the
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only legitimate entities that have the right to nominate
their representatives to legislative areas of government.
It is the parties that form lists of candidates and offer
them to voters in order to gain their support in elections.
Thus, such a system makes the electoral process partisan
and ideological (Kinzerskaya, 2019). The proportional
election system is used in Austria, Belgium, Spain, Italy,
Switzerland, Sweden, Estonia, etc.

The majoritarian system is a method of determining
voting results in which a statutory majority of votes is
required to obtain a mandate. The majoritarian electoral
system can be of two types: relative majority and absolute
majority.

- The majority system of relative majority assumes
that the candidate who received more votes than each
of his opponents individually is considered elected.
This system makes it possible to determine the winner
already in the first round, but often the chosen candidate
is the one who, in absolute terms, received a very small
percentage of the votes. This system is currently used in
the UK, Japan, the USA in the elections of members of
Congress, etc.

- The absolute majority majority system assumes
that in order to be elected, a candidate must receive
an absolute majority of the votes cast in the electoral
district (50% + 1 vote). The advantage of this system is
the simplicity of determining the winning candidate, the
disadvantage is the low representativeness of votes. In
theory, over 49% of the votes could be lost. This system,
in particular, is used in elections of deputies at all levels
in France, as well as in presidential elections in most
countries, including Russia, Ukraine, Finland, Poland,
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, etc.

A mixed electoral system is a system in which
a certain proportion of seats are allocated under a
majoritarian system, and the rest are allocated under
a proportional system. For example, 50% according to
proportional and 50% according to majority. Two ballots
are issued, in one of them we vote for a specific candidate,
in the other we vote for a specific party. In this case, there
is a percentage barrier. This system is used in Australia,
New Zealand, etc.

Each electoral system has its own characteristics,
which are reflected in the so-called Duverger's law.
French political scientist Maurice Duverger, in his work
“Political Parties,” identified and substantiated these
features of the influence of electoral systems on the
configuration of the party system. (Duverger, 1964).

Let us consider the features of the electoral systems
of the leading countries of the world.

Features of the US Electoral System.

The United States of America today is a generally
recognized world leader, capable of significantly
influencing international relations and processes
occurring in the world. The main criteria for the successful
development of the United States are considered to
be unwavering adherence to liberal, economic and
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democratic principles, which form the basis for the
successful development of the United States.

The history of the origin and formation of the
democratic regime in the United States of America
goes back to the 18th century, when the Declaration of
Independence was signed and the US Constitution was
adopted. This was the first attempt in human history to
introduce democratic principles throughout the entire
country, and not just a single city-state. This fact makes it
possible to build a historically first, unique national model
of a democratic political regime (Karpovich, 2015).

Historically, the entire American political system was
built around the main principle: any power must have a
counterbalance. Therefore, at one time in the USA, in
an unclassified society, all the best from Roman and
British law was applied. A separation of powers has been
implemented: the parliament forms laws and the budget,
the presidential administration implements them, and
the court can declare the actions of these two branches
of government illegal. The American system is all about
guaranteeing property rights and the rule of law. At the
same time, equality before the law, declared in form, is
in practice filled with content reflecting the dominance
of capital in American society. (Damaskin, 2017, p.178).

The United States of America is a presidential federal
republic. The President of the country holds the executive
power of the federal government, enforcing the laws in
accordance with the political structure of the United
States. He is also the Commander in Chief of the US
Armed Forces.

The Congress of the United States of America is the
legislative body of the country, which has legislative
power. Congress is a bicameral body consisting of:

* House of Representatives: 435 representatives
elected every two years;

* The Senate Chamber consists of 100 senators whose
terms of office are six years.

Today, each of the 50 US states has its own powers:
they are endowed with the right to develop and adopt their
own Constitution, have their own legislative assemblies;
Governors, and in most states, Chief Justices, are also
elected officials. In the United States, the institution
of referendums is quite actively practiced. They are
held periodically and on a variety of issues: political
discrimination, taxation, the situation with immigrants,
etc. A significant part of the problems and issues of local
importance are resolved precisely with the help of such
an instrument as a referendum (Damaskin, 2017, p. 178).

According to the US Constitution, the president must
be at least 35 years old, a US citizen by birth, and have
lived in this country for at least 14 years (Constitution of
the United States of America, 1787, p. 12-25, article 2).

The mandate of the President of the United States
also meets the following criteria:

* The President's term of office is four years.

* The President's term officially begins on January
20, after Election Day.
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* The President can be re-elected only once, for a
total of two consecutive terms.

* In the event of the death or resignation of the
President, his Vice President is responsible for termination
of office.

The Vice President must meet the same criteria.
According to the 12th Amendment to the US Constitution,
a person who has served two terms as president cannot be
vice president.

A candidate for the US House of Representatives may
be a US citizen who is at least 25 years of age, has been
a citizen for at least seven years, and is a legal resident of
the state he intends to represent in Congress. A candidate
for the Senate can be a U.S. citizen who is at least 30
years old, has been a citizen for at least nine years, and
is a legal resident of the state he intends to represent in
Congress.U.S. Senators are elected to six-year terms
on a special schedule to re-elect one-third (or one-third
plus one) of the 100 Senate seats every two years. If a
senator dies or becomes incapacitated while serving, a
special election may be held in an odd-numbered year or
in the next even-numbered year. A newly elected senator
remains in office until the end of the originally elected
senator's term. In some states, the governor appoints a
new senator to serve for the remainder of the original
term (ShareAmerica, 2024).

Since 1789, a two-stage system of presidential
elections has been a legal form. The first stage, which runs
from February 1 to June 31, involves primary elections
for presidential and vice-presidential candidates, called
the “Primaries.” It is organized and financed by the
government. ‘“Primaries” runs throughout the whole day.
The caucuses take several hours. Their payment is made
from party funds. The people elect one representative
each from the Democratic and Republican parties, who
will fight for the presidency.

Each party decides on a single presidential candidate.
This is a criterion for the country's electoral system. There
are 2 types of primaries:

1. Closed, in which only party members have the
right to vote for the presidential candidate.

2. Open, everyone has the right to vote.

The American voting system is distinguished by the
absence of central party bodies in the country and unified
leadership of party organizations. Each state has its own
Republicans and Democrats. Voting is not regulated
from above by state legislation. Each state does them

differently.
The second stage involves holding national
conventions or conventions of Republicans and

Democrats, at which party leaders must approve
candidates from each party (1 person) to participate in
the presidential election campaign.

At the third - main stage - Americans (citizens of
the country) vote for electors from the states, who are
given the right to choose the president of the country and
candidates for this post.
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At the fourth stage, the work will be done by
electors, a College of 538 people. Each state has a certain
number of electors, depending on the number of voters.
The number of electoral votes per state depends on the
number of its voters.

How votes are distributed after states have cast them
for electors and presidential candidates. How will they be
distributed? With the exception of two states (Maine and
Nebraska), the principle is “winner takes all.” Its essence
is as follows:

1. The President and Vice President receiving the
largest number of votes in a State shall receive all the
electoral votes of that State. The state's Democratic votes
give Democratic electors the right to choose the president.

2. The work of the Collegium is governed by the
principle of objective and independent selection of the
President.

There are positive aspects to the US presidential
election system. These include:

1. Construction of a presidential election system
based on the Constitution and laws.

2. Geography of electoral districts.

3. The system has a democratic principle of elections,
when decisions are made by the majority.

It has certain disadvantages:

1. The main one is budget financing of both parties.

2. Given the leading position of the two main
parties, other political forces in the country do not have
budgetary funding and cannot get even 5% of the votes
in the elections.

3. There is the use of classical methods of falsification
in the voting process (stuffing ballots).

4. Servicing elections by private companies leads to
bribery by their opponents.

5. In the United States, a negative program has been
created to determine the work of the entire electoral
system. Since the 19th century, the technology of
gerrymandering or crossing out electoral districts has
been used. The system determines citizens who will vote
for candidates based on personal preferences:

* political;

« cthnic;

* territorial.

Features of the French Electoral System.

France, one ofthe oldest democracies, has experienced
dozens of significant changes in the legislative regulation
of elections since 1871. It is a unitary state with a
presidential-parliamentary form of government. The
Constitution and legislation of the French Republic
regulate in sufficient detail the process of forming elected
bodies. The French electoral system includes several
types of elections: European, presidential, legislative,
regional, municipal.

Legislative elections in France are held to select
members of the National Assembly, the lower house of
parliament. They take place every five years and are the
main way of forming the legislative branch in the country.
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In parliamentary elections, French citizens vote
for candidates nominated by political parties. In each
constituency, one deputy is eclected to represent the
interests of his constituency in the National Assembly.

Presidential elections in France are held every five
years to choose the country's president. The President of
France is the head of state and has significant powers in
the field of domestic and foreign policy.

In presidential elections, French citizens vote for
candidates nominated by political parties or independent
candidates. The president is elected in two rounds of
voting. If no candidate receives a majority of votes in the
first round, then a second round takes place, in which the
two candidates with the most votes compete. It should
be noted that until 2000, the presidential term was seven
years; after the next referendum it was shortened, and
legislative restrictions were introduced on the number of
consecutive presidential terms - up to two. In the entire
history of elections in France, not a single presidential
candidate was elected in the first round, that is, did not
receive more than 50% of the votes in the first round. It
is important to note that the phenomenon of the second
round in France and its use at many levels of elections
narrows the electoral choice for voters in addition to the
use of a majoritarian system at the entire national level
and parts of regional elections in France.

Municipal elections in France are held to elect
mayors and members of municipal councils in cities and
communes. They take place every six years and allow
citizens to participate in the governance of their local
communities.

In municipal elections, French citizens vote for
candidates nominated by political parties or independent
candidates. Elections are held according to a proportional
system, where the number of seats in the municipal
council is distributed in accordance with the voting
results.

European elections in France are held every five years
to elect members of the European Parliament. France
is a member of the European Union and participates in
shaping European Union legislation and policies.

In European elections, French citizens vote for
candidates nominated by political parties or independent
candidates. Members of the European Parliament are
elected using a proportional system, where the number
of seats is allocated according to the results of the vote.

Thus, in France, various types of elections are held
that allow citizens to participate in the formation of
legislative and executive powers, as well as in governing
local communities and influencing the policies of the
European Union.

The French electoral system is based on several key
principles that ensure fair and representative elections.
Here are the basic principles of the French electoral
system: universal right, secret ballot, proportional
representation, two-round system, freedom of political
parties.
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All citizens have active voting rights if they are
over 18 years of age. It is only necessary to overcome
the qualifications of settled life and legal capacity. The
age requirement also varies depending on the type of
election: cantonal, regional and municipal elections - 18
years, legislative and presidential elections - 23 years,
Senate elections - 24 years. (Welcome to France, 2024).

France was one of the last countries in the world
to grant voting rights to citizens aged 18 only in 1974;
before that, the threshold existed at 21 years. In order for
a French citizen to be included in the electoral list, it is
necessary either to live in the commune for at least six
months, or to have paid taxes in it.

Despite a number of difficulties and criticism from
opponents, the electoral system of the French Republic
aims to maintain political pluralism at the national
and, to a greater extent, at the local levels. To reach a
higher, national level, small parties need to more actively
consolidate, unite into unions, groups of parties with
the development of a common unified internal political,
socio-economic, etc. courses .

In general, the French electoral system is an important
instrument in the country's political life and contributes to
the expression of the will of the people.

Features of the Japanese Electoral System.

Japan is a country consisting of numerous islands
located off the eastern coast of the Asian continent.

The main achievements of democracy in post-war
Japan were the result of major reforms that allowed it to
quickly and successfully draw closer to Western countries.

Japan is a constitutional monarchy where the power
of the emperor is very limited. The Emperor of Japan
is the formal head of the country and is defined by the
constitution as "the symbol of the state and the unity
of the people." Power lies primarily in the hands of the
Prime Minister of Japan and other elected members of
parliament, while supreme power rests with the people
of Japan. In fact, the Emperor of Japan acts as the head
of the country in diplomatic affairs. Article 2 of the
Japanese Constitution states that “The Imperial Throne is
dynastic and is inherited in accordance with the Law of
the Imperial Family adopted by the Diet” (Constitution
of Japan, 1947)

Thelegislative body of Japan is the national legislature
in the form of a bicameral parliament. The Japanese
Parliament consists of the House of Representatives
(consisting of 480 deputies, who are elected by direct
popular vote every 4 years or in case of dissolution) and
the House of Councilors (consisting of 242 deputies, who
are elected by the people for a term of 6 years).

Accordingto the Japanese Constitution, parliamentary
elections are held on the basis of universal, equal and
direct suffrage by secret ballot. Universal suffrage, the
approval of which in Japan took almost a hundred years
of complex and multi-stage path, is now the central and
indisputable principle of the formation of the highest
legislative body of power. All Japanese citizens who have
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reached the age of 20 and have lived in the area for at
least 3 months have active voting rights. As for passive
suffrage, a Japanese citizen can become a member of
the House of Representatives from the age of 25, and
the House of Councilors from the age of 30. There is no
discrimination based on gender, origin, occupation, etc.
not allowed. (Tipton, 2002).

Article 15 of the Constitution states; “The people
have the inherent right to elect and remove public
officials from office. All public officials are the servants
of the whole community and not of any one section. In
the election of public officials, universal adult suffrage
is guaranteed. During any elections, the secrecy of
voting must not be violated. The voter is not responsible,
either publicly or privately, for the choice he makes”
(Constitution of Japan, 1947).

The Prime Minister of Japan is the head of
government. The candidate for this position is appointed
by the Diet from among its members and approved by
the Emperor of Japan. In addition, the Prime Minister
of Japan must have the confidence of the House of
Representatives in order to retain his position.

Conclusions.

Elections and the election procedure always attract the
attention of society, since the result of the vote should reflect
the true will of the voters, while sometimes there may be
doubts about this. Therefore, electoral relations, which are
also associated with intense competition among candidates,
belong to very conflicting areas. It is in the interests of the
state to ensure transparency in the formation of voter lists,
voting and vote counting procedures - because only under
these conditions will the legitimacy of the elected political
force not be in doubt among society.

It should be noted that the results of elections in
many countries are influenced by the personality of the
candidates, the content of their slogans, the issues raised,
as well as their commitment to a particular party.

The positive and negative aspects of any of the
electoral systems considered are relative. Therefore, it
is quite difficult to identify an ideal model even when
conducting a fundamental analysis of key features and
legislative decisions. Nevertheless, it is necessary to
realize that it is important to approach any reforms of the
electoral system in such a way as to adapt it as best as
possible to the realities of the socio-political life of the
country. The formation of the Azerbaijani electoral system
is also influenced by international electoral standards and
the practice of foreign countries, which make it possible
to assess how Azerbaijani elections comply with the
principles of democracy, as well as to develop proposals
for the effective improvement of electoral procedures.
Borrowing the positive best practices of electoral
technologies from the leading countries of the world in
relation to Azerbaijan and the socio-political realities of
Azerbaijani society can contribute to the construction of
a more flexible and at the same time responsive to the
trends of the current time modern electoral system.
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