['PAHI Tom 26 Ne 3 2023 ICTOPIAH

The Beginning of the Occupation of Northern Azerbaijan by Russia
UDC: 93/94(479.24) DOI: https://doi.org/10.15421/172360

Mammadov IlTham Adil
Ph.D., Senior Lecturer, https://orcid.org/0009-0006-3727-578x, ilhamseyid528@gmail.com

Ganja State University (Ganja, Azerbaijan)

Abstract

Purpose. Azerbaijan, being the main link in the South Caucasus, has always attracted many conquerors. In this article, we tried
to show the socio-political situation in the country at stake in the seizure of Azerbaijan by Russia and to find out the main reasons
for the subordination of the Azerbaijani khanates to Russia and the subsequent post-war consequences.

Relevance. In the second half of the XVIII-early XIX century, the internal and international situation of Azerbaijan was very
difficult. There was feudal fragmentation on the territory of Azerbaijan. The Azerbaijani khanates fought not for the creation of a
single state, but only for the expansion of their territory, the conquest of the territory of neighboring khanates and the preservation of
their independence. The incessant internecine wars, the intensification of contradictions between the feudal lords and the peasantry,
who made up the vast majority of the country's population, and the economic downturn were characteristic of the internal state of
Azerbaijan.

Results. Russia's occupation intentions towards the South Caucasus and the devastating campaigns of the Iranian invaders
aggravated the situation. During this period, both Russia and Iran sought to seize the Qajar state, Azerbaijan, and the South Caucasus
as a whole. At the end of the XVIII century, the situation changed with the death of Catherine and Agha Muhammad Shah. Pavel
withdrew Russian troops from the South Caucasus, while Fatali Shah, who had just ascended the throne, sought to strengthen his
power. The situation was aggravated by the fact that the Azerbaijani khanates, instead of stopping the struggle among themselves
and uniting against a foreign enemy, continued internecine wars.

Alexander I, who came to power after the assassination of Pavel, began to pursue a policy of Russian invasion of the South
Caucasus. At the same time, the Qajar state, instigated by European states, also began to prepare for war against Russia.

Conclusions. The beginning of the Russian-Iranian war over the territory of the Caucasus led to the fact that many Azerbaijani
khanates, not having sufficient forces to resist external enemies, began to voluntarily submit to Russia, instead asking for protection
from Iranian attacks.

Thus, the First and Second Russian-Iranian wars, which took place in the first half of the XIX century, put an end to the division
of Azerbaijani lands between these states and the traditions of statehood on the territory of Azerbaijan.
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IHouarok okymamii IliBHiunoro Azepoaiaxany Pociero

Mawmenos lubxam Axiib
I'anoosrcuncokuii /leporcasnuii ynisepcumem (Isanosxca, Azepoaitorican)

AHoOTauis

Mera. Asep6aiimkan Oymyqn ronosHoro Jankoro B [TiBnenHomy KaBkasi 3aBkiu npuBepraB Oararbox 3aBOHOBHHUKIB. Y naHiit
cTarTi MU crpoOyBaJli MOKA3aTH COLiAIHO-TIONITHYHY OOCTAaHOBKY B KpaiHi Ha MOYaTKy 3axoruieHHs AsepOaiimxany Pociero i
3'ICyBaTH OCHOBHI IIPHUYHMHHU i AIOPSIKYBaHHS A3epOaiipkanchkux XxaHcTB Pocil 1 HaCTyHI MiCIsIBOEHHI HACIIIKH.

AxtyanabHicTs. Y npyriit nonosuni X VIII-nmouarky XIX cTomiTTs BHYTpIIIHE i MDKHApOHE CTaHOBHIIE A3epbaiipkany Oyino
nyxe ckiragauM. Ha tepuropii AsepOaiimpkany icHyBana ¢eomanbHa po3apodieHicTs. A3epOaiipkaHChKi XaHCTBa Beli 60pOTHOY
HE 3a CTBOPEHHS €JIMHOI JIEP>KaBH, a TUTBKY 32 PO3LIMPEHHS CBOET TEPUTOPIi, 3aBOIOBAHHS TEPUTOPIi CYCIiTHIX XaHCTB 1 30epeiKeHHS
CBOE€T He3ale:KHOCTI. besnepepBHi MixkycoOHi BiifHH, TOCHICHHS TPOTHUPIY MiXk (eoaaMH i CETTHCTBOM, IO CKIIAIANI0 IEPEBAKHY
OINTBIIICTh HACETICHHS KpalHH, CKOHOMIYHUIT cria/l OyJTi XapaKTepHi JIsi BHYTPILIHBOTO CTaHy A3epOaiikaHny.

Pesyabrar. Oxynamiiini namipu Pocii mono ITiBnennoro KaBka3y, crycTonImBi MOX0AM ipaHCHKHX 3arapOHUKIB ITOTIpIITyBaIl
cutyauito. Y 3a3Hauenuii nepion i Pocis, i Ipan nparnynu 3axonutu nepxaBy Kamxap, AsepGaiimkan i IliBnennuii KaBkas B
uinomy. B kinmi XVIII cromitrs curyamis 3minmnacs 3i cmeprio Karepunn II i ara Myxammen-maxa. [TaBno BHBIB pociiicbki
Biliceka 3 [liBnennoro Kaskagy, Toxi sik @arani-1llax, sskuif moiiHo 31i1I10B HA IPECTOI, MPArHyB 3MIITHUTH CBOIO Biagy. CuTyamito
HOTipIIyBaB ToH (axT, o azepOaiiPkaHChKi XaHCTBA 3aMICTh TOTO, 00 NPUIUHATH OOPOTHOY MK CO0O0I0 1 00'€IHATUCS POTH
9y>K036eMHOTO BOPOTa, IPOJOBKYBaJIH Mi>KycOOH1 BifiHH.

Onexcaunp I, sikuii npuiiimoB 1o Biagy micist BOMBcTBa [laBia, movyaB MPOBOXUTH TOJITHKY POCIHCHKOrO BTOPTHEHHS Ha
[MiBnennnit Kaskas. Bognowac nepxasa Kamkapis, migOyproBaHa €BpONEHCEKUMHU JiepiKaBaMM, TaKOX II04aja TOTyBaTUCS 10
BiliHM npoTtu Pocii.

BucnoBku. [loyatox pociiichko-ipaHchkoi BiliHM 3a Tepuropito KaBkasy mpusBiB 1o Toro, mo 0arato asepOaipkaHCBKI
XaHCTBa HE MAlOYM JOCTATHIX CHJI YHHUTH OIIip 30BHIIIHIM BOpOTaM, CTaIH AOOPOBLIbHO miaKopsTUcs Pocii, HaToMicTs mpocsdn
3axuct Big HanaaiB Ipany. Takum anHOM, | 1 11 pociiickko-ipaHchbki BiiiHu, mo BifOymucs B | monosuni XIX CTONITTS, TOKIJIAIN Kpai
noiny A3epOaiiPKaHCHKUX 3€MEIh MK [IUMH JICPKaBaMU 1 TPAJHIISAM Jep>KaBHOCTI Ha TepUTOPii A3epOaiimKany.

Knio4oBi cnosa: xancrtsa, GpeonansHuil J1a]], 3aX0IJICHHS, IPUPOAHI pecypcu, MibKycoOHi Bilinu, Kacmiiickke Mope
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Introduction.

At the turn of the XVIII-XIX centuries, the internal
and international situation of Azerbaijan was very difficult.
The territory of Azerbaijan was divided into small feudal
states. The incessant internecine wars between the khans
for the possession of the territories of the neighboring
khanate, the intensification of contradictions between
feudal lords and peasants, who made up the vast majority
of the country's population, and the economic downturn
were characteristic of the internal state of Azerbaijan.
Russia's occupation intentions towards the South
Caucasus and the devastating campaigns of the Iranian
invaders aggravated the situation.

One of the main directions of Russia's foreign
policy during this period was the invasion of the South
Caucasus. Tsarism sought to turn the South Caucasus
into an additional source of income, to achieve Russian
domination over the Caspian Sea basin, to turn the
Caspian into Russia's inland sea. The natural resources
of Azerbaijan, especially mineral deposits, were already
known to Russian science, and it was not by chance that
the government of Catherine II linked the appropriation
of the wealth of this country with its invasion. For gold,
wool, silk, cotton, tobacco, fuel, etc. The wealth of the
entire Caucasus could provide Russian industry with raw
materials and fuel. The favorable location and natural
resources have led to the strengthening of Russian-
English rivalry in the South Caucasus, including in
Azerbaijan. Russia's invasion of these places could have
dealt a heavy blow to the influence of Great Britain in the
east, the monopoly of the East India Company.

On September 12, 1801, the tsar's manifesto on the
unification of the Kartli-Kakheti Kingdom with Russia
was announced (Gasimov, 2013). The Tiflis Governorate
was created, which was ruled by the commander-in-chief
of the Russian troops and a civilian judge. Part of the
territory of Azerbaijan was also included in this province —
the Kazakh, Borchali, Shamshadil sultanates, which were
in vassalage from the Kartli-Kakheti kingdom and joined
together with it to Russia. Thus, with the annexation of
Georgia to Russia, the beginning of the Russian conquest
of Azerbaijani lands was laid. Alexander I decided not
to be content with the fact that some khans were already
forced to accept the patronage of Russia. He sought to
seize other khanates, primarily the Caspian regions of
Azerbaijan. On the initiative of General Knorring, in
September-December 1802, in the North Caucasus, in
the city of Georgievsk, the tsarist command met with
representatives of the khans of Northern Azerbaijan and
other rulers of the Caucasus for negotiations on political
and trade issues. Tarku Shamkhaly, Kara Gaitak Usmisi,
the ruler of Tabasaran and others were present at the
talks. Along with representatives of the mountain rulers,
there were representatives of two Azerbaijani khanates —
Guba and Talysh. Representatives of other khanates were
not present at the meeting. Despite the obstacles from
Iran, the four-month negotiations in Georgievsk ended
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successfully, and 6 treaties were signed on December
26, 1802. According to the treaty, its signatories pledged
to resist Iran in the event of an attack. The agreement
provided for the expansion of trade in Transcaucasia,
the development of shipping in the Caspian Sea, etc.
The contract stated that those who sign it are accepted
"at their own request patronage (M.Ismailov 2007). After
the conclusion of the Treaty of St. George, the tsarist
government neglected this treaty and began to prepare for
the conquest of the territories of the Azerbaijani khanates.

The results of the study.

At the turn of the XVIII-XIX centuries, the territory
of Azerbaijan was divided into small feudal states. The
incessant internecine wars between the khans for the
possession of the territories of the neighboring khanate,
the intensification of contradictions between feudal lords
and peasants, who made up the vast majority of the
country's population, and the economic downturn were
characteristic of the internal state of Azerbaijan. Russia's
occupation intentions towards the South Caucasus and the
devastating campaigns of the Iranian invaders aggravated
the situation. One of the main directions of Russia's
foreign policy during this period was the invasion of the
South Caucasus. (Vidadi, 2004)

Tsarism sought to turn the South Caucasus into
an additional source of income, to achieve Russian
domination over the Caspian Sea basin, to turn the
Caspian into Russia's inland sea. The natural resources
of Azerbaijan, especially mineral deposits, were already
known to Russian science, and it was not by chance that
the government of Catherine II linked the appropriation
of the wealth of this country with its invasion. For gold,
wool, silk, cotton, tobacco, fuel, etc. He could provide the
Russian industry with raw materials and fuel. The political
and military-strategic importance of Transcaucasia was
especially great. The occupation of this land could have
decided the balance of forces in the traditional Russian-
Turkish rivalry in favor of Russia. Russia has not yet
managed to conquer the Central Caucasus.

The invasion of the South Caucasus could create
favorable conditions for the Highlanders to besiege their
territories from the north and south. Finally, Russian-
English rivalry increased the importance of the South
Caucasus, including Azerbaijan. Russia's invasion of these
places could have dealt a heavy blow to the influence of
Great Britain in the east, the monopoly of the East India
Company. The difficult situation in the South Caucasus
objectively facilitated the implementation of Russia's
invasion plans in this region. Feudal internecine wars and
raids of foreign invaders destroyed the South Caucasus.
Due to the lack of the necessary initial socio-economic
conditions, mature political forces, the attempts of
individual khans to unite Azerbaijan under their leadership
failed. Western European states also had plans to invade
the South Caucasus, especially England and France.
They closely followed the active actions of Russia in this
territory and tried to thwart the plans of tsarism.

145



['PAHI Tom 26 Ne 3 2023

ICTOPIAH

At the end of 1800, the British representative
Malcolm arrived in the port, and at the beginning of 1801
he concluded a treaty with this state. Having concluded
political and trade agreements, Britain was able to
interfere in the internal affairs of Iran. England undertook
to provide the Shah with the necessary amount of military
expenses, together with a sufficient number of military
personnel in case any state attacked the port. The trade
agreement gave the merchants of the contracting parties
the right to freely move their goods to the territory of
both states. British merchants were allowed to settle in
any city and Port in Asia, and their goods were exempt
from all types of taxes. The treaties opened the country's
market widely to English merchants, turned Asia into
an instrument of England's anti-Russian policy in the
struggle for the expansion of its colonial possessions,
the protection of its own colony - India from external
encroachments, and the implementation of its own far-
reaching plans for Transcaucasia. (Rzaev, 2020).

The tsarist government believed that this treaty was
directed primarily against Russia, so it was preparing
to implement its own plans. But after the assassination
of Paul I and the coming to power of Alexander I, the
balance of forces of the opponents changed. Alexander
I severed ties with France and became closer to
England. During this period, England, which highly
valued rapprochement with Russia in the conditions of
the existence of aggressive Napoleonic France, could
no longer openly defend Asia. France, not missing
the opportunity to immediately take advantage of this
situation, offered the Shah's Iran to conclude an anti-
Russian treaty. Despite the rapprochement with England,
Alexander I decided to implement his plan for the South
Caucasus. He sought, first of all, to establish a connection
with Georgia through Astrakhan-Derbent-Baku, where
Russian troops re-entered in 1799. On September 12,
1801, the tsar's manifesto on the unification of the Kartli-
Kakheti Kingdom with Russia was announced. The
Tiflis Governorate was created, which was ruled by the
commander-in-chief of the Russian troops and a civilian
judge. This province also included part of the territory of
Azerbaijan — the Kazakh, Borchali, Shamshadil khanates,
which were in vassalage from the Kartli-Kakheti
Kingdom and joined together with it to Russia. (Yildiz,
2000).

Thus, with the annexation of Georgia to Russia, the
beginning of the Russian conquest of Azerbaijani lands
was laid. Alexander I decided not to be content with the
fact that some khans were already forced to accept the
patronage of Russia. He sought to seize other khanates,
primarily the Caspian regions of Azerbaijan. On the
initiative of General Knorring, in September-December
1802, in the North Caucasus, in the city of Georgievsk,
the tsarist command met with representatives of the
khans of Northern Azerbaijan and other rulers of the
Caucasus for negotiations on political and trade issues.
Tarku Shamkhaly, Kara Kaytak usmisi, Judge Tabasaran

146

and others were present at the talks. Along with
representatives of the mountain rulers, representatives of
two Azerbaijani khanates — Guba and Talysh were present.
Representatives of other khanates were not present at the
meeting. Despite the obstacles from Iran, the four-month
negotiations in Georgievsk ended successfully, and 6
treaties were signed on December 26, 1802. According
to the treaty, its signatories pledged to resist Iran in
the event of an attack. The agreement provided for the
expansion of trade in Transcaucasia, the development
of shipping in the Caspian Sea, etc. The contract stated
that those who sign it are accepted "at their own request
patronage...Russia". After the conclusion of the Treaty of
St. George, the tsarist government neglected this treaty
and began to prepare for the conquest of the territories of
the Azerbaijani khanates.

Such a complex and contradictory process as the
conquest of Northern Azerbaijan by tsarist Russia has
its own peculiarities. The feudal rulers-khans perfectly
understood that, resisting with their own forces such states
as Iran, Russia, they would not be able to preserve their
khanate. They followed the false promises that Russia
gave them about preserving the independence of the
khanates, believing that in this way they would preserve
the independence of their khanates, on the one hand, they
had to be inclined to accept Russian patronage, and on the
other - to distrust the promises of tsarism. Some of them
hoped that in this way they would be able to protect their
lands from looting and destruction in the event of a raid
by Iranian or Turkish troops.

At the same time, these khans hesitated that they
were also inclined towards Iran and Turkey, not in a
hurry to finally determine their position and decisions.
This was primarily due to the fact that the khans were
not confident in maintaining independence in the internal
administration of their khanates. During the occupation
of Azerbaijan by Russia, General P., a native of an ancient
Georgian noble family, was appointed Commander-in-
chief of the Caucasus in September 1802. Tsitsianov
became the executor of Russia's colonial policy in the
South Caucasus. The Tsarist government entrusted all
civil and military power in the South Caucasus to the
Caucasian Tsitsianov, hoping to pacify the Caucasus
through him. Tsitsianov was distinguished by his hatred
and ruthless attitude towards the Azerbaijani people.

This is evidenced by the humiliating letters he sent
to many Azerbaijani khans during the occupation of
Azerbaijan by Russia. The tsarist government, using
the territory of Eastern Georgia as a springboard for
an offensive, began to implement its plans against
Azerbaijan. Tsitsianov attached great importance to the
capture of the Dzharo-Balakan community. Because this
territory was on the way of the advance of Russian troops
from Georgia deep into Azerbaijan. Russian troops,
together with a 5,000-strong Georgian army, met the
resistance of the local population in Jar-Balakan. Anti-
Russian in Georgia, and the Georgian Prince Alexander,
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who headed the pro-Iranian circles and sought to restore
his power, arrived in Jar with his armed detachment. The
battle took place on the bank of the Ganyk River (Alazan).
Having broken the resistance, General Gulyakov burned
the Balacans without any military necessity. On March
29, Kar was conquered. On April 12, 1803, a contractual
and sworn obligation was concluded to transfer the Jar-
Balakan community to Russian rule.

According to the terms of the agreement, the Jars
had to pay tribute to the royal treasury with silk, make
deposits as a sign of loyalty, and place Russian troops on
their territory. The threat of the Karlovs to accept and not
hide Prince Alexander and his henchmen was particularly
noted in the treaty. But seeing that the internal management
of the Congregation remained unchanged, and that the
population did not fulfill the conditions of obedience,
General Gulyakov in January 1804 again invaded the
Jar. The city was conquered again and burned. Then
the Russian troops moved towards Zagatala and were
attacked by the Jars in the gorge near Zagatala. In a bloody
battle, the Carls prevailed and won. The surviving part of
the Russian troops retreated to the village of Mukhakh,
and General Gulyakov was killed. No less important role
in the events in the square was played by the personal
actions of Tsitsianov, who in March 1803 rejected the
petition of the Dzhartsev for pardon of the rebels. He
not only did not pardon, but also humiliatingly wrote in
his letter: "you want me to believe you and forgive you.
You will wait for my arrival, and then I will burn all your
houses, burn you, pull out the entrails of your children
and wives". The Jars, seeing the impossibility and futility
of continuing to resist the Russian troops, who again went
on the offensive, surrendered.

After the conquest of the population of Jar-Balakan,
the neighboring Ilisu Sultanate also had to accept Russian
citizenship. In the sultanate, until the mid-40s, the sultan
retained power in the internal administration of his lands.
General Tsitsianov attached great importance to the
capture of the Ganja Khanate. Because the Ganja fortress
was the key to the further advance of Russian troops
into the depths of Azerbaijan. The Ganja Khanate has
maintained warm diplomatic relations with the Russian
state since the 90s of the XVIII century. The ruler of
the khanate Javad Khan did not respond to Tsitsianov's
offer to accept the patronage of Russia. He wrote that in
1796, "your king sent a decree, and I accepted his offer
and handed over the castle. If your king has sent such
a decree now, show it to me. Then I will act according
to his will". The general, in his letters, pushed Javad
Khan away from himself with his peculiar unanimity
and unethicality, which led to bloody battles. Unlike
other khanates that accepted Russian power, Tsitsianov
put forward more stringent requirements for the Ganja
Khanate. He demanded from Javad Khan a payment in
the amount of 20 thousand chervonets per year, that is, 3
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times more than the amount established subsequently for
the Sheki, Karabakh and Shirvan khanates, and wrote: "If
you do not accept my offer, I will come to Ganja with fire
and sword". He moved an army consisting of an infantry
battalion with 11 guns, 3 squadrons and 2 Cossack
hundreds to Ganja. All these 8th troops were commanded
by General Portnyakin. On the way to Ganja, two versts
from the city, in a place called Sukhoi Gobu, the first
battle between Russian troops and Ganja residents took
place.

After some resistance, Javad Khan lost power and
returned to the fortress with his defeated troops. After
that, Russian troops besieged Ganja. The siege lasted a
month. On the night of January 2 to 3, 1804, Russian
troops began storming the fortress. Two of their attempts
were repulsed. The defenders of the fortress stubbornly
resisted. Javad Khan and his son Huseyngulu-agha died
heroically in the battles. The Ganja Khanate was abolished
and transformed into a district, and the city lost its ancient
name and was renamed Elizavetpol in honor of the wife
of Alexander 1. (Aygun, 2007). It was forbidden to call it
"Ganja". Violators of this rule were fined. The capture of
Ganja was of great importance for the advance of Russian
troops deep into Azerbaijan in order to conquer other
feudal states. The Samukh ruler Shirin-Bek, who was
in vassalage to the Ganja Khanate, was forced to accept
Russian citizenship after the fall of Ganja. He pledged to
give 1,000 chervonets to Russia annually.

Conclusions.

In the XVIII and early XIX centuries, relations
between the Ottoman state and Azerbaijan were not
always at the same level, in a particular period they
were of a specific nature. A characteristic feature of the
Ottoman-Azerbaijani relations at the beginning of the
XIX century was that the Ottoman Empire did not want to
put up with the Russian conquest of Azerbaijan, but could
not offer real resistance to this invasion, as its military
power was weakening (Budak, 1995) The political
situation prevailing in Azerbaijan at that time, Russia's
occupation of the entire Caucasus, including Northern
Azerbaijan, is widely reflected in the works of Turkish
historians who dealt with this period.

The occupation of Northern Azerbaijan by tsarist
Russia began with the annexation of eastern Georgia,
and with it the seizure of the sultanates of Gazakh,
Shamshaddil, Borchaly and Pembek, which belonged
to the Ganja and Irevan khanates. Russia, thus gaining
an important stronghold in the Caucasus, immediately
carried out its plan of military invasion. For Russia, the
seizure of Azerbaijan played a special role, since by
subjugating the weakened Azerbaijani khanates, Russia
acquired at the same time lands rich in minerals and
access to the Caspian Sea, as well as strengthened its role
as a conqueror before England, France, and many other
European countries.
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