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Abstract

Article had been dedicated one of the early medieval fortifications of Azerbaijan Zarna fortification. Fortified temple which
situated in the north part of Cambysena province of Caucasian Albania was built at the territory which named Lay-Shirin in the left
bank of Zarna river. As a result of the archaeological excavations which had been led by Oghuz-Gakh archaeological expedition
Zarna fortification were studied. Plans of Zarna fortification were prepared by us. Pottery samples which had been unearthed
during archaeological excavation in the fortified temple complex concerned to Early Medieval period. Our research at Zarna Castle
suggests that there are various building remains, water and food storage in the area of about 1 ha. Inside the castle, two parts of the
long-standing remains of the north-south wall are traced. One of the important buildings of the Zarna castle is the Albanian temple,
located at the south-west corner of the fort. The Lay-Shirin temple, located inside the Zarna Castle, was built with brick mortar
from rock and river stones. Nearby there are tandem sites, construction debris and ponds. The diameter of the pool is 6 m. The
available depth is 4 m. The inside was waterproof. The walls were destroyed because of natural process or earthquake through the
outside and fell inside. There were three large wall remnants there. It extends to a wall 5 m long and 1 m wide. The general plan
of the Zarna fortified temple is also reflected in the peculiarities of the fortifications built by relief. One of the key issues during
archeological research at the Zarna castle was the refinement of the fortifications. First of all, we checked the measurements using
primitive measurements for the purpose of the test, and then we made the point with GPS. As a result, it was concluded that the
fortified settlement, built on the left bank of the Zarna river, at the center of high mountains on the side of the river, 600 meters
above sea level, was built to provide relief and strategically important protection. The fortress walls, which extend from north-east
to south-west, are 120x63 m.
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3apHuiicbkuii xpam-gopreus

AuieB Tajex
Incmumym apxeonocii, emnozpagpii ma aumpononozii HAH Azepoaiioscany (baxy, Azepoaiiorcan)

AHoTauin

CrarTss TpHCBSYCHA OJHOMY 3 PaHHBOCEPETHBOBIYHUX YKpiIUIeHb Asepbaiipkany 3apHuiicbkoMy Xpamy-(hopTeri.
VYKpimieHuil xpam, Kl po3TamoBaHui y miBHIYHIN yacTuHi npoBiHnii Kambicena KaBka3pkoi Anbanii, OyB moOynoBaHuii Ha
tepurtopii i Ha3Boro Jlaii-1lipin Ha niBomy Gepesi piuku 3apHa. B pesynbrari apXeoaoridyHux po3KOIoK, sSIKUMH KepyBaia Orys-
laxcpka apxeosoriyHa eKcIeAnIIisi, OyJ0 BUBUECHO 3apHUHCHKE YKpiruleHHs. Hamu Oy BUTOTOBIICHI TIAHN YKPITUICHHS 3apHH.
Jlo mepiofy paHHBOTO CePEAHBOBIUYS BITHOCITHCS 3pa3Ku KepaMiKH, 3HaWICHI ITi/l 4ac apXeoNOriyHUX PO3KOIOK B YKPIIIIEHOMY
XpaMoBoMy KoMIutekci. Hari mociikeHHs 3aMKy 3apHa CBi[4aTh PO Te, IO Ha LI O:1n3bKo 1 Ta. € pi3Hi OyiiBeIbHI 3aIUIIKY,
CXOBHIIIA BOJH Ta 1i. BcepeanHi 3aMKy MPpOCTEKEHO ABI YaCTHHH JaBHIX 3QTHIIKIB [TiBHIYHO-IBAEHHOT CTiHH. OIHIEI0 3 BAXKITUBUX
OyniBelnb 3aMKy 3apHa € alt0aHCHKUI XpaM, pO3TaIIOBaHKH y MiBJEHHO-3aXigHOMY KyTi Gopty. Xpam Jlait-Ilipin, po3ramoBanuii
BcepearHi 3aMKy 3apHa, OyB MOOyIOBaHMI LENIIHUM PO3UYMHOM 31 CKEJb 1 PIYKOBHX KaMeHiB. [lopyd € TaHIeMHI MaillaHYHKH,
OyniBenbHEe cMITTs Ta craBku. Jliamerp Oaceliny 6 M. JloctynHa mmmbuna 4 M. BHyTpimHs yactiHa Oyiaa BOZOHENPOHHUKHOIO.
Crinm Oynu 3pyHHOBaHI 4epe3 MPUPOIHUI poriec abo 3eMIIeTPYC 330BHI Ta BIAIM BCepeuHy. Tam OyIlo TpW BEIHKI 3aJUIIKH
CTiHU. BiH TATHETHCSI 10 CTIHU IOBKUHOIO 5 M 1 muprHO0 1 M. 3aransHuil 1i1aH 3apHUHCHKOT0 YKPIIICHOTO XpaMy BioOpakeHo i
B 0COOJIIMBOCTSIX pelbedy yKpiruteHb. OTHUM i3 KIIFOYOBHX MMUTAHB ITiJ] 9ac apXeoJIOTIYHUX JOCIIHKEHb 3apHUICHKOTO 3aMKy OyII0
YAOCKOHAJICHHS YKpiruieHs. [lepin 3a Bce, MU NepeBipiiIn BUMIPIOBAHHS 3a JOTIOMOTOIO MMPOCTHX BUMIPIOBaHb JUIA LIJICH TECTY,
a 10TiM 3po0mII BUCHOBOK 3a poromoroto GPS. V pesynbrari Oyiio 3po0i1eH0 BUCHOBOK, 1110 YKpIIUIGHE OCEICHHS, 3BeIeHE Ha
niBoMy Oepesi piukn 3apHa, B IIEHTpPI BHCOKHX Tip Ha Oepesi piuku, Ha BucoTi 600 MeTpiB Hax piBHEM Mopsi, OyIio 3BeeHE st
3abe3nedeHHs pesibedy Ta CTPATerivHo BaXKIIMBOTO 3aXuUcTy. DopTedHi CTiHM, BUTATHYTI 3 MIBHIYHOTO CXOy Ha MiBACHHUIT 3aXif,
MaroTh po3Mipu 120x63 M.

Kntouosi cnoBa: Kaskasbka Anbauis, I'ax, 3apHa, A3ep0aiipkaH, apxeonoris
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Introduction.

There are a number of fortresses, fortifications,
dwellings and Christian temples in the historic territory
of the Cambysena province of Caucasian Albania (Kartlis
Tskhovreva, tr. 2014, p. 211; Mammadova, 2006, p.
291; Minorsky, 1958; Minorsky, 1953). One of them is
Zarna fortification. The monument is located in the area
called Lai-Shirin in the north of Zarna village of Gakh
region (Azerbaijan Republic). In 2012, N. A. Alishov
carried out archaeological survey in the fortification and
prepared the preliminary plan of the Albanian Temple
located there (Alishov, 2013, p. 98). An initial plan for the
protective walls of the Zarna castle was prepared during
the archaeological excavations carried out by us in 2018
(Alishov, 2013, p. 98-99). Oguz-Gakh Archaeological
Expedition (chief of Archaeological Expedition Taleh
Aliyev) excavated in 2019 at the fortified temple complex.
Research carried out by us has enabled us to prepare a
comprehensive plan of the early medieval monument
(Aliyev, 2019) (Figure 1; Figure 2).

Discussion. The entrance to the castle passes through
a single and quite dense road from the north (Figure 4).
Only one rider can get there. This is typical for mountain
fortresses (Figure 3). Located in the north-east corner of
the fort, the defense was built in a convenient location
for the guard. The 6-meter-wide semi-tower was used to
protect the only entrance and surroundings of the castle
(Figure 5). During the attack to the fort, it was easy to
defend against the enemy by spears, stones and arrows.
The entrance to the tower and the direction to the east are
partly high. This is natural. In that section, the fortress
walls were built more closely as they were close to the
entrance. It is no coincidence that at the present time the
surviving part of the fortress walls is also there (Figure
6). The rear of the fort to the south and west is the part
of the village of Zarna and towards the Zarnachay (Zarna
River) valley. From there, there are strategic points to see
the danger far away and to follow what is happening in
the plains, including the Zarnachay valley. The part of
that section towards the castle is the abyss of Zarnachay.
From there it is impossible to attack to the castle. Seeing
the danger away from the area mentioned the guards at
the entrance to the castle and the towers could easily be
informed and properly prepared for the attack. Another
factor that increases the strategic importance of the fort is
the location of the mountain on which it is located. Thus,
the Zarna castle was built on the mountain in the central
part of the mountains on either side of the river, on the
left bank of the river, just below the mountains. This is
a kind of insurance against the attack from those other
two mountains. The attack on the riverbed was almost
unavoidable. The only place for attack was the entrance
to the castle, which, as we said above, was perfectly
protected. Consequently, the inhabitants of the Zarna
castle were capable of defensive work with great skill.

As it rises to the top of this magnificent fortress of
Caucasian Albania, the left turn leads to the only entrance

34

of the fort. The wall is 3x4 m at the entrance to the Zarna
Castle, located at the top of the mountain on the left bank
of the Zarna River. It's in flight (Figure 4). The width
of the wall varies between 2-3 meters. Made with river
stones and lashing solutions. On the other side of the
entrance is a wall about 2 m wide.

Our research at Zarna Castle suggests that there are
various building remains, water and food storage in the
area of about 1 ha. Inside the castle, two parts of the
long-standing remains of the north-south wall are traced.
One of the important buildings of the Zarna castle is the
Albanian temple, located at the south-west corner of the
fort (Aliyev, 2018; 2019) (Figure 8).

The height of the remaining part of the walls at the
entrance to the Zarna tower is 2 m. The sizes of building
stones are 50x30x10 cm, 40x25x10 c¢cm, 20x15x20 cm
and 30x30x15 cm. The tower N 1 of the castle built
to control the entrance to the tower and its anticipated
major hazard is seen as the steep climb to the fortress
(Figure 5). The diameter of the tower N 1 is 6 m. It is
surrounded by a magnificent wall 1.5 m wide. A 4.5 m
diameter section in the center is designed for the guard
and control of the guard. After the tower sign, the tower
wall opposite the entrance to the fortress is 2 m long, 90
degrees outside after 6 m. The guards stationed in the
guard band could easily hold the attacking enemy from
the top with arrow and spear. It was difficult to enter to
the tower alone. The narrow path where only one rider
could come out facilitated the work of the defenders.
From the aforementioned 2 m section, it was possible to
help the guards standing on the tower. In the entrance was
also to help the tower defenders from the nearby wall.
Thus, the entrance of the tower was completely secure.
After the tower, a 6 m wall extends towards the tower.
The room was located exactly where the tower guards
were to alternate.

The Albanian Temple, located inside the Zarna
Castle, was built with brick mortar from rock and
river stones (Figure 8). Nearby there are tandem sites,
construction debris and ponds. The diameter of the
pool is 6 m. The available depth is 4 m. The inside was
waterproof. The walls were destroyed because of natural
process or earthquake through the outside and fell inside.
There were three large wall remnants there. It extends to
awall 5 m long and 1 m wide.

The general plan of the Zarna fortified temple is
also reflected in the peculiarities of the fortifications
built by relief (Figure 1). One of the key issues during
archeological research at the Zarna castle was the
refinement of the fortifications. First of all, we checked
the measurements using primitive measurements for the
purpose of the test, and then we made the point with GPS.
As a result, it was concluded that the fortified settlement,
built on the left bank of the Zarna river, at the center of
high mountains on the side of the river, 600 meters above
sea level, was built to provide relief and strategically
important protection (Aliyev, 2019, p. 20-21).
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The fortress walls, which extend from north-east
to south-west, are 120x63 m. The entrance is from the
north. From the entrance to the left, the brick, wall next
to the tower, the auxiliary part, then the long wall, and the
wall remains until the relief reaches the corner. Then, in
a clockwise direction, the rear of the fortress adjoins the
relief to the point where the Albanian temple is located,
with a wall adjacent to the water reservoir near the temple.
After the reservoir, the relief form of the fortress that runs
through the back of the hedgehog wells ends with a wall
remnant on the right side of the entrance.

The Albanian temple in the fortress was built in a
secure area in the southern part of the fort. The lower
floor is built deep and the next layer is laid. This is a kind
of building block. The construction of the temple built by
brick from the nearby brick wells is perfect. In the outer
part of the north-west corner of the temple, the seat of
the mid-sized pitcher was discovered during excavation.
Next to the north wall were found ceramic tile parts used
for the building of the temple's ceiling. There are also
pieces of pottery water tubes used for laying the water
line. Parts of pottery were also revealed from that section.
Behind the temple, at the west end, there is a pool and a
remnant of wall above. Recently, remnants of hedgehogs
were recorded in the north-western part.

As a result of archeological excavations in the
Albanian temple in Zarna Castle, the interior of the
monument was revealed (Figure 11). The Albanian
temple was built with river lime mortar. The total
dimensions are 13x9 m (12.95x8.85 m). The thickness
of the wall is 90 cm and 80 cm. The size of river stones
used during construction varies between 30x20x10 cm
and 35x25x10 cm. After removing the soil at a depth of
0.5-0.7 m, the floor was unearthed (Figure 10). The doors
of the temple were unearthed; the walls of the rooms were
exposed and cleaned. The survived part has been opened.
The exterior of the shrine is situated at high altitude, and
the exposed arched structure is cleared. Its archetype is
built in accordance with the symmetry of the altar of the
temple. The lounge floor is better than any other place.
It was found out that the lower lash was poured out and
flat stones were laid on it. So, the floor was flat and neat.
The destructive effect of tree roots completely destroyed
the top of the floor. Only a small part of it remained in
the form of scrap. Only the central lounge and the lower
floor in the entrance to the hall between the pastofory and
the hall remained neatly (Figure 9). The surviving part
of the south-west corner of the hall was also completely
cleaned. This part of the soil that was underground was
excavated (Aliyev, 2019, p. 22-23).

The common entrance to the temple is from the
west. Once inside, there is a front hall entrance. To the
south, after the corridor-shaped passage to the east,
there is a direction towards the pasture. At first glance,
the reminiscent of the narthex actually acts as a corridor
for comfortable movement to the hall and pastofory.
Interestingly, the southern wall of the temple also has
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access to the mentioned section. It is also possible to
enter the hall from the south. On the south side of the
main wall facing the south entrance of the hall is another
entrance adjacent to the previous entrance. From the
intersection of those entrances, it is possible to climb
into the pastofory and enter the lobby, complete with a
small altar. Unlike the main altar, the western portion of
the lodge's apartments is straightened. In the east, a semi-
circular apex complements the temple. The southern wall
of the temple also collapsed as a result of an earthquake
or other natural disaster. The part was also cleared, and
the remains of the wall were revealed. The west and
south walls of the temple also cleared and reached the
floor inside. Pastofory flooring has been destroyed by
the devastating effects of tree roots, with the exception
of niche. There the soil layer was opened. However, the
entrance to the pastofory and the lower lash beyond the
walls give reason to think of its floor. While the floor
portion of the small altar, completed in the east, remained
intact. The corridor-shaped south-western part has also
been affected by the devastating effects of hardwood and
shrub vegetation in some places, and in some parts, the
hedgehog layer survives. Archaeological excavations
have revealed chairs, mouths and locks on pottery near
the temple, lounge, pastofory and entrance (Figure 11).
There were also ceramic tiles covering the temple's
ceiling and pottery tubes that provided water to the
temple. Researches give evidence that the water line in
the temple came from a nearby area. It is also based on
our opinion that a 6 m diameter deep water pool, located
at the end of the castle on the south-west corner of the
Albanian Temple. The same structure was constructed in
a circular form with lime sludge from the river stone and
plastered inside. Above it is the remains of the fortress
wall to the south. The pottery products obtained from
archaeological excavations date back to the Sth and 9th
centuries. Our research indicates that the fortress and
the Albanian temple belonged to the Early Middle Ages
(Figure 7).

Conclusions. The temple, built during the
flourishing of Caucasian Albanian architecture (V-VII
centuries), was restored in the VIII-IX centuries. Small
bricks were also used during the reconstruction. Thus,
both the specifics and the plan, the materials found
suggest that the Zarna castle and the Albanian temple
belong to the V-IX centuries [Aliyev, 2019, p. 55].
Early medieval Takhtali Albanian Christian temple in
Zarna village also was found and prepared plan of the
monument by us (Figure 12). Thus, the early medieval
Zarna fortified temple, located in the village of Zarna
in Gakh region (Azerbaijan Republic), is known for its
unique architectural style and importance as a castle and
temple complex. Archaeological research suggests that
the fortification is one of the most important strategic
points for Caucasian Albania. The village of Zarna,
one of the significant points of Cambysena province of
the Caucasus Albania, and the monuments on the coast
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of Zarnachay occupy a special place in early medieval region of Azerbaijan. Archaeological investigations give
architecture. Such signs are typical for the north-western  us strong reasons to believe this.

Figure 1. Plan of Zarna fortified Figure 4. Enter part wall remains

temple (1:20 m) (Taleh Aliyev) of Zarna fortification

Figure 5. Tower N 1 of Zarna
fortification

Figure 2. Plan of Zarna albanian
temple (1:20) (Taleh Aliyev)

Figure 6. Defensive wall remains
of Zarna fortification

Figure 3. 3D photo of Zarna
village (Taleh Aliyev)

Figure 7. Plan drawing processin Zarna
albanian temple (Taleh Aliyev)
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Figure 8. View of Zarna
albanian temple

Figure 11. View after archaeological
excavation in Zarna albanian temple
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Figure 12. Plan of Takhtali albanian
temple (1:20) (Taleh Aliyev)

Figure 10. Hall’s floor of Zarna
albanian temple
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