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Abstract

Interdisciplinary is a theoretical and pedagogical approach and academic practice that is becoming more and more popular
and widespread. Although interdisciplinary is the general name of certain theoretical, pedagogical and institutional activities, it
has actually had a radical impact on disciplinary distinctions and has led different disciplines to redefine their epistemological and
methodological boundaries. At the same time, interdisciplinary radically affects the structure of academic communities that have
drawn their own symbolic and institutional boundaries with strict lines at times. In this study, the concept of interdisciplinary,
which has become increasingly popular and influential, will be discussed in the context of the relatively long history of disciplinary
distinctions, and different definitions of the concept and problematizations on the concept in different contexts will be critically
analyzed. The principle of interdisciplinary in the development of modern science is assimilated on the basis of social work.
Information occurs in a social context as a human activity. Therefore, both knowledge and the method of knowing, the society in
which it emerged, tradition, history, religion, culture, etc.

How abstract can it be from its context? There are no universal and universally acceptable, definitive answers to similar
questions. However, it can be stated that the concepts related to knowledge and science are handled and discussed in almost every
historical period. Accordingly, knowledge, as one of the most fundamental problems of humanity, has been analyzed within the
framework of religion and philosophy in ancient times.

This analysis is mostly carried out individually and knowledge is grounded in an isolated subject-object relationship. Early
thinkers of antiquity saw knowledge as an act of rational justification. Recently, however, doubts about the representation of truth
in modern science have been growing. Interdisciplinarity has almost become a keyword not only in today's academia, but also in
the business world and different professional fields.
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MyabTUAMCHMILIIHAPHI MUTAHHSA CYCHIJIbHUX HAYK
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AHoTauis

MiXKIUCIUIUTIHAPHICTD — [1€ TEOPETUKO-MeAroriuHUHM Mi/IXi/] Ta aKaeMiuHa IIPaKTHKa, 1110 Ha0yBae Bce O1IBIIOT IOy PHOCTI
Ta MOIIMPEHHs. X04a MDXKIUCIUILTIHAPHICTE — 11 3arajbHa Ha3Ba IIEBHOT TEOPETHIHO, IIeIaroriqHo Ta IHCTUTYLIHHOT TisSUITBHOCTI,
BOHA CIpaBli paJWKANbHO BIUIMHYNIA HA IUCHUIDTIHAPHI BIAMIHHOCTI Ta 3MyCWJIa Di3HI JUCHUILTIHA TEPEBH3HAYUTH CBOL
HOCEOJIOTIUHI Ta METOJOJIOTIuHI MeXi. Y TOi jke 4ac MIKIUCHUIUTIHAPHICTD PaJHKalIbHO BIUIUBAE HAa CTPYKTYPY aKaAeMiuyHHX
CHUIBHOT, SIKi YaCOM YiTKO OKPECIIVIN BIIACHI CUMBOJIIYHI Ta IHCTUTYIIHHI KOPIOHH.

VY 1mpoMy IOCHIIKEHHI MOHATTS MDKIUCHUILTIHAPHOTO, SIKE CTAE BCE OUTBIN MOIMYISIPHUAM 1 BILTHBOBUM, Oyae 0OrOBOpEHO
B KOHTEKCTi BIIHOCHO TpHUBajoOi iCTOPil AMCUMILTIHAPHUX BIAMIHHOCTEH, a TakoX OyIyTh KPHUTHYHO IMPOAHai30BaHi pi3Hi
BU3HAYCHHS ITOHATTS Ta MpoOIeMaTH3allil MOHATTS B Pi3HUX KOHTEKCTaxX. [IpHHINIT MDKIMCIUILTIHAPHOCTI B PO3BUTKY CY4acHOL
HayKH 3aCBOIOETHCS Ha OCHOBI COIialIbHOT poO0TH. [HpOpMaIliss BUHUKAE B COIIaTbHOMY KOHTEKCTI K AisTbHICTH JTEoAuHU. OTXKe,
i 3HAaHHS, 1 METO/ Mi3HAHHSI, CYCHIJIbCTBO, B IKOMY BOHO BUHHUKIIO, TPAAMLIIT, iCTOPIs, PEIiris, Ky/lIbTypa TOLIO.

Hackinbkn aOCTpakTHUM BOHO MOKe OyTH BiJ CBOTO KOHTEKCTY? VYHiBepCalbHUX 1 3arajbHONPHHHITHHX, OCTAaTOYHHX
BiITOBiIeH HA OAi0HI MUTaHHS He icHY€. [IpoTe MOXKHA KOHCTAaTyBaTH, IO IOHATTS, TI0B’ sI3aHi 31 3HAHHSM 1 HAy KOO, PO3TIISIal0ThCS
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Ta 00roBOPIOIOTHCS Maihke B KOKHOMY iCTOpUYHOMY epiofi. BifnosinHo, 3HaHHS, sIK 071HA 3 HAHOLITBII yHIAMEHTaTBHUX IPOOIEeM
JIIOZICTBA, aHATI3yBaIOCI B paMKax peirii Ta ¢inocodii B antnuni yacu. Leil anani3 31e01IbI10T0 IPOBOIUTECS 1HUBITYaTbHO, a
3HaHHS IPYHTYIOTHCS Ha 130Jb0BaHUX CY0 €KT-00’€KTHHUX BimHOCHHAX. [lepim MucIuTen aHTHYHOCTI PO3IVIsIAIN 3HAHHS K aKT
pauioHanbHOro Bunpasaanusa. OHaK OCTaHHIM 4acOM IOCHIJIIOIOTHCSI CYMHIBH IIOA0 NPEJCTABICHHS ICTHHU B Cy4yacHii HayIli.
MiKANCIUITITIHAPHICTD Malke CTaja KIIIOYOBMM CIIOBOM He JIMIIE B CyYacHHX HAayKOBHX KOJNaxX, a # y cBiti Oi3Hecy Ta pi3HHX

npodeciiiHux chepax.

Knioyosi cnosa: corianbHa pobora,
MYJIBTHIUCIUILTIHAPHICTh, COIialibHI ~HAyKH, JIiTeparypa,
MDKIUCIUTUTIHAPHAN

Introduction.

Science is one of many forms of thought that has
been developed by man, and it does not have to be the
best. Therefore, it cannot be evaluated independently
of the culture that created it. In fact, science is no more
a cultural human activity than art. Science is a way in
which everything that exists presents itself to us and is in
fact decisive. Therefore, the criteria used to distinguish
science from non-science change from day to day,
and the meaning and value of science also changes
according to societies and civilizations. Because science
is a category of knowledge that gains meaning only
within the integrity of civilization. The authority that
this category of knowledge possesses derives from its
relation to the totality rather than its content. Therefore,
the questioning of science, which is the most popular
way of information surrounding the contemporary world
and the type of knowledge that modern people trust
more than anything, cannot be done without attempting
to question the civilization in which that science lives.
No civilization can be questioned altogether by staying
in that civilization.

Because civilization is decisive, from the way you
question it, to your conceptual schemes, and even to all
your cognitive and semantic categories. In this respect,
no science is absolute without value judgments. It is not
pure in form, and no science can prove its essential value
to the person who rejects it. Therefore, before discussing
modern science, it is important to briefly consider two
important social and historical processes such as the
Reform movement and the Enlightenment process, which
played a vital role in its emergence (Becher, & Huber,
1990). Because the processes that took place through
the medieval religion-science relationship and its social
structure became the determinant of modern science.
Although the concept of science is as old as human
history, it has never been as popular as it is today. Today,
science is a concept that is used almost everywhere,
from discourses in everyday relationships to academic
discussions. This prevalence related to the value
attributed to the concepts of science and scientificity.
While scientificity instrumentalized in terms of providing
power, it rendered inviolable as the only measure of truth.
To state that a stated phenomenon or a proposed thesis
is scientific implies that its authenticity should not be
doubt. This is a matter related to the representation of the
absolute truth of the modern understanding of science.

£ GRAN/

LintyBaHHs: Alizade S., Nabiyeva E. Multidisciplinary Issues
in Social Sciences. Scientific and Theoretical Almanac Grani.
2022. Vol. 25. Nel. P. 84-87. https://doi.org/10.15421/172212.

Recently, however, doubts about the representation of
truth in modern science have been growing.

Interdisciplinarity has almost become a keyword
not only in today's academia, but also in the business
world and different professional fields. Interdisciplinarity
has become a quality that is affirmed in contemporary
education and approaches, together with the increasingly
widespread interdisciplinary programs in universities
and the interdisciplinary approach, which gradually
increases its impact and importance in different academic
practices (Aant, 1987). However, we see that the term
is often used in a way that creates conceptual confusion
and is perceived simply as the juxtaposition of different
fields of expertise. On the other hand, it is also a fact that
the concept of discipline, by definition, presupposes a
certain specialization or specialization practice and tends
to create 'interdisciplinary disciplines' with the same
specialization practice, especially at the institutional
level. This is a very accurate observation, especially for
fields such as cultural studies or communication that have
begun to take root in the institutional sense. However,
when the basic logic of interdisciplinarity is understood,
it will be understood that this is only an apparent
contradiction, that interdisciplinarity is not simply
bringing different disciplines side by side by removing
the boundaries of these disciplines. The aim of this article
is to problematize interdisciplinarity, to reveal how the
notion of interdisciplinarity emerged, and to reveal the
theoretical determinations revealed by interdisciplinarity,
which is a concrete practice of questioning traditional
disciplinary distinctions, in the light of the relatively long
history of dividing the social and human sciences into
disciplines (Arild, & Jentoft, 2009).

Reform and Enlightenment process

The Enlightenment process emerges after a period in
which the West re-establishes its ties with its own past
and transforms the social and institutional structure of
religion. These change and transformation processes,
which started in the 15th century, include social,
intellectual, artistic and religious structures. When the
foundations of the modern understanding of science are
continued to be examined, it is seen that the 15th century
and later are decisive. At the end of the Middle Ages,
one of the greatest scientific personalities, Copernicus,
appears. Copernican cosmology, one of the main driving
forces of the Renaissance, becomes the source of the
formidable struggle between science and the Church
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and the Church's earthly power. His works influence the
scientific and philosophical views of important figures
such as Bruno, Galileo, Descartes, Newton, and Voltaire.
With him, three important ideas emerge in the history of
thought. First, it is understood that nature is full of facts
that operate with certain laws. Besides, as astronomy
has shown, even colossal mechanisms can be interpreted
by laws deduced from the motions of ordinary objects.
Finally, since the truths of the universe can be expressed
mathematically, just like Geometry, Mathematics
constitutes the ideal model of the mind.

The knowledge base of social work depends on two
main sources. The first of these resources is other social
sciences, and the second is the knowledge produced
by social work itself. The need for these two types
of knowledge is due to the wide variety of problems
encountered and the complex processes involved in
social work interventions. This diversity and complexity
requires experts to “effectively use a wide range of
different types of information to determine the 'why' and
'how' so that clients can gain an in-depth understanding
of what is happening and best respond to these issues”
(Tomanbay, 2011). As Zastrow reminds under the
heading “A multi-skilled profession”, “The practice of
social work is an analogue of the old general medicine
practice that is now disappearing (Zastrow, 2015). A
general practitioner is trained to deal with a wide variety
of medical problems; a social worker is trained to deal
with a wide variety of social and personal problems”.
Due to its multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary nature,
the relationship of social work with knowledge is of vital
importance both in practice and in theory.

Social work, which deals with a wide range of
human diversity and problems, must also have a wide
variety of information sources. For this reason, “social
workers” have to learn and comprehend many scientific
disciplines, of which many professions can be satisfied
with one. The understanding of the individual in society
requires approaching the problems of people from an
individual and social perspective. The problem addressed
in social work; it is obliged to examine multidimensional
as an individual and social problem. It can fulfill this
responsibility by being in contact with every field that
gives it the necessary information to understand people
and society. “The specialist must understand the various
vital origins by grasping the infinite variety of human
situations. Connecting with a wide range of people and
ideas gleaned from history, science, art and travel is
vital to the continued development of the social worker”
(Abbott, 2001). The interdisciplinary nature of social
work supports the exchange of knowledge with other
fields. Because social work defines man as a bio-psycho-
social being. As a requirement of this definition, the
need and duty of social work to blend information from
different fields arises spontancously. The said feature is
an opportunity for social work, but also an obstacle when
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care is not taken while transferring information.

Multidisciplinary Structure of the Knowledge Base

The knowledge base of social work depends on
two main sources. For this reason, there are issues that
should not be overlooked when obtaining information
from other disciplines. The first of these, the necessary
procedures to use the information received, and the
other is the danger of obtaining information from other
areas. The first thing to be considered is the procedures
in using the information received; learning other social
and human sciences terminology, obtaining information
selectively, following the developments in other branches
closely, interpreting the information received from other
branches, integrating the information received in social
work, and finally using the acquired information in social
work practice. In addition to these processes, there are
dangers of obtaining information from other fields. These
include retrieving obsolete information, as transferring
information will create a time gap; giving information
received a greater degree of reliability and certainty than
that given by the discipline in which the information was
developed, taking a very simplified and thus slightly
modified view of reality, dangers such as the inability to
digest the information received (Roberta, 1988).

Conclusions

All these disciplines of social sciences are
meaningfully related to each other at this stage.
Preparing students to face different socio-economic
and political challenges of the nation is the main focus
of all the disciplines of social sciences. Another radical
transformation brought about by interdisciplinary is
felt in the concept of academic community and in the
institutional and structurally embodied relations that
work with it. As stated, this is a problem especially
related to the increasing importance of project activities
in academic performance and knowledge production.
Undoubtedly, this is a positive development in terms of
questioning the strict boundaries created by hierarchical
relations between and within academic communities and
the negative effects of these boundaries on the realization
of meritocracy.

However, the dependence of academic performance
and the rewards brought by academic practices on project
execution causes the theoretical studies of different
disciplines and relatively deep-rooted interdisciplinary
fields to lose value. It is obvious that the production of
cumulative scientific knowledge is not just a problem-
solving process. The mentioned process tends to
limit scientific knowledge to this field, and the role of
interdisciplinary in this effect is remarkable. The scarcity
of theoretical studies on interdisciplinary in our country,
where interdisciplinary project activities are very popular,
is a proof of this point itself. However, there has been a
theoretical effort on interdisciplinary in the international
literature for decades, and these theoretical studies
continue in the light of new interdisciplinary research.

£ GRAN/



PHILOSOPHY GRANI 25 (1) 2022

REFERENCES

Aant, E. (1987). Internal and External Regularities in Research and Higher Education Systems.

Abbott, A. (2001). Chaos of Disciplines. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Arild, B., & Jentoft, S. (2009). Building Bridges: Institutional Perspectives on Interdisciplinarity. Futures, 41, 446-454.

Becher, T., & Huber, L. (1990). Editorial. European Journal of Education, 25(3), 235.

Roberta, F. (1988). Interdisciplinary: the First Half-Century. Words: for Robert Burchfield’s Sixty-Fifty Birthday. In Eric G. Stanley.
Woodbridge: D.S. Brewer.

Tomanbay, 1. (2011). Sosyal Calisma and Sosyal Hizmetlerde Once Kavram — Sosyal Calismada Kavram Sorunu. Ankara: Sabev Yay.

Zastrow, C. (2015). Sosyal Hizmete Giris. (Cev. Editorii: Durdu Baran Ciftci). Ankara: Nika Yay.

£ GRAN/ .



