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Change of government in the Guba region of Azerbaijan and its tragic
consequences (1920-1921)

Rakhshanda Bayramova, Institute of History named after A. A. Bakikhanov of the Azerbaijan
National Academy of Sciences

One of the steps taken by the new government in the political sphere was the abolition of the former national
army. On May 7, the Revolutionary Committee of Azerbaijan decided to reorganize the army and navy. According
to the decision, the new Azerbaijani army and navy were, in fact, created as part of the Red Army of Soviet Russia.
Azerbaijani military units were directly subordinated to the commander of the XI Red Army, and warships to the
command of the Caspian fleet. Thus, from the first months of its existence, the Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan
"voluntarily" renounced the right to have an armed force, which is one of the important conditions of statehood. the
Soviet authorities and the 11th Army were accused of open looting in Azerbaijan under the name of "confiscation of
the property of the bourgeoisie." After the establishment of Soviet power in Guba, the old system of administrative
management was completely abolished and a new administrative system - the Soviet system - was established.
The article "Change of government in the Guba region of Azerbaijan and its tragic consequences" concerns the
issue about the reactivation of the Armenians in Karabakh and Zangazur, the Azerbaijani army units defending
the northern border — Guba. The paper was dedicated to the situation in the militia system improved relatively
in the late 1920s. Tha aim of the study is to determine conditions the formation of new government structures in
remote villages continued until mid-1921 under the influence of a number of factors. In this context, issues of the
Communist newspaper were first listed, number of militiamen in the Guba district was determined, avtivities to
increase technical training, communist centers, people’s attitude towards the militia were analyzed. This analysis
was conducted with the study of the sources related to the subject, the analysis of the results obtained, the analysis
and synthesis of the arguments, and also the comparative analysis method.

Keywords: change of government, Guba district, Azerbaijan, Gusar, Revolutionary Committee, Soviet
system, XI Red Army

3MiHa ypsigy B perioHi 'yén B AszepbangxaHi Ta Noro TparidHi Hacnigku
(1920-1921)

PaxwaHaa bavipamoBa, IHCTUTyT icTopii imeHi A. A. bakixaHoBa A3epbavgxaHCbKOI
HaLjioHa/IbHOI akagemil HayK

OnHuM 13 KpOKiB, 34iiCHEHHX HOBHM YPSJIOM y MOJITHYHIK cdepi, Oyio ckacyBaHHS KOJHIIHBOI Ha-
uioHanbHOI apmii. 7 TpaBHst PeBkoM AsepOaiiikaHy yXBanuB pillleHHs [IPO peopranizaiito apmii ta ¢ioTy.
3rigHo 3 pilleHHsSM HOBa asepOaiikaHcbka apMis Ta (uoT QakTuyHO Oynu CTBOpeHi y ckiani Yepso-
Hoi apmii Pagsucpkoi Pocii. AzepOaiimkaHchki BIHCHKOBI YaCcTHHH 0€3MOCEPEAHBO MiAMOPSAKOBYBAIHChH
komanayBauy XI YepBoHoi Apwmii, a BilicbkoBi kopaOmi — komanayBaHHIO KacmiificbkuMm ¢motom. Takum
YHHOM, 3 [IEPILIUX MICSIIB CBOTO icCHyBaHHs A3epOaiipkanchka PajsiHcbka Pecmy0itika «100poBUTEHOY BifI-
MOBHMJIacS BiJ] MpaBa MaTu 30pOiiHI CHIIH, IO € OIHIEI0 3 BAYKIIMBUX YMOB JIepKaBHOCTI. PaasiHChKY Biaxy
Ta 11-10 apMito 3BUHYBaTHJIH Y BIAKPUTOMY MapoJepCTBi B AzepOaiikaHi i Ha3BOIO «KOH]IicKallis Maii-
Ha Oypikyasii». [licis BcTaHOBIEeHHs paasHCbKOT Biaau B ['y0i crapa cuctema aaMiHiCTpaTHBHOTO yIpaB-
niHHA Oynia MOBHICTIO CKAaCcOBaHa 1 HOBA aJMiHICTpaTHBHA cucTeMa — paasHcbka. CtarTst «3MiHa ypsay B
perioni ['you B Azep0aiimpkaHi Ta 1l Tpariuydi HaCHiJKW» CTOCY€ETHCS MUTAHHS PO PEaKTUBALIIO BIDMEH Y
Kapabaxy Ta 3anrasypi, miapo3aian azepoaiikaHcbkol apMmii, SKi 3aXWINAI0Th MiBHIYHUN KOpAoH — ['yOy.
CrarTst IpUCBSYCHA CUTYallii B CHCTEMI M, Ka MOKpaIuiIacs BiAHOCHO niepiofy Hampukinmi 1920-x
POKiB. MeTOI0 TOCTiIKeHHSI € BU3HAYCHHS YMOB (DOpMYBaHHSI HOBUX YPSIOBHX CTPYKTYP Y BiAJaleHHX
cenax, 10 TPUBAJIH J0 cepeauan 1921 p., mig BIUIMBOM HU3KH (akTopiB. Y IbOMY KOHTEKCTI Briepie Oyin
nepepaxoBaHi BUITYCKH KOMYHICTHYHOI T'a3eTH, BU3HAUCHA KiJIbKiCTb MiminioHepiB y ['yOcbkomy paiioHi,
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[IpOaHai30BaHi 3aX0¥ 3 MiIBUIIEHHS TEXHIYHOT ITiITOTOBKH, KOMYHICTHYHI [ICHTPH, CTABJICHHSI JIFOJICH 710
miminii. Le#t anamiz mpoBoAMBCS 3 BUBUCHHSIM JDKEPEI, IO CTOCYIOTHCS MIPEAMETA, aHaTi30M OTPUMaHHUX
pe3ysbTaTiB, aHAII30M Ta CHHTE30M apryMEHTIB, a TAKOK METOIOM NOPIBHSJILHOTO aHAai3y.

Kniouosi cnosa: 3mvina enaou, oxpye 1 yoa, Aszepbatiodcan, I ycap, pesonioyiiinuti Komimem, paosiHcoka
cucmema, XI Yepeona Apmis

CwmeHa Bnactn B N'ybnHckoMm painoHe AsepbaingykaHa un ee Tparndeckue
nocnegcteusa (1920-1921 rr.)

PaxwaHpa bavipamoa, VIHCTUTYT uctopum umeHn A. A. bakuxaHoBa HavuwmoHaibHowv
Akanemmn Hayk AsepbarigkaHa

OnHUM W3 1IAroB, MPEANPHHSATHIX HOBBIM MPABUTEIHCTBOM B IMOJUTHIECKON cdepe, cTano yrpasaHe-
HUe OBIBIIICH HAIIMOHAJIHLHOW apMUH. 7 Mas PeBOIIOIMOHHBIN KOMUTET A3epOaiimkana MPUHSIT PEIICHHE O
peopranuzanuu apMun 1 (rora. CormacHO IOCTaHOBICHUIO HOBas azepOalipkaHckas apMus U GIroT (pakTh-
geckn ObUTH co3maHbl B coctaBe KpacHoit apmum CoBeTrckoit Poccuu. AzepOalimkaHCKie BOMHCKHE YacTH
TIOAYMHSITICH HETIOCPEACTBEHHO KoMaHaytomeMy X1 KpacHoit apmum, a 60eBbie Kopadin — KOMaHIOBaHUIO
Kacnmiickoro ¢mora. Takum oOpa3om, AzepOaiimkanckas Coserckas PecryOnrka ¢ mepBbIX MeCSIIEB CBOETO
CYIIIECTBOBaHUS «JJOOPOBOJIFHO» OTKA3aJlaCh OT MpaBa MMETh BOOPY)KEHHBIEC CHIIBI, YTO SBISETCS OTHUM U3
B)KHBIX yCJIOBUH rocymapcTBeHHOCTH. CoBeTckue BiacTH U 11-1 apMust ObIl OOBHHEHBI B OTKPBHITOM Ma-
pomepcTe B AzepOaiimkane o Ha3BaHUEM «KOH(HCKAIMS UMYIIecTBa OypiKya3uuy, MOCIe YCTaHOBICHHUS
Cogerckoii BacTh B [ 'yOe cTapas cructemMa aMIHUCTPATUBHOTO YIIPaBIEHHs OblIa TIOTHOCTHIO YIIpa3nHEeHa U
ObLTa co37aHa HOBas a/IMUHICTPATHBHAS CHCTEMa — COBETCKas cucreMa. B crathe «CMeHa paBUTENBECTBA B
I'yOunckoMm paiione AsepOaiikaHa U ee Tparundeckre MOCIEACTBID 3aTParuBaeTCs BOMPOC O PEaKTUBAIAN
apmsH B Kapabaxe u 3aHresype, uacteii azep0aii/pkaHCKOH apMyH, 3aIUINAIOIINX CEBEPHYTO TpaHuIry — [ yoy.
Crarbst ObUIa TIOCBSIIIEHA CUTYallMH B CHCTEME MUWIUIIMN, OTHOCHTEIBHO YAyYIIHUBIIeics B koHIe 1920-x
ronoB. Llenms vccinenoBanms — OMPeNeNuTh YCIOBHS, TIPH KOTOPBIX (DOPMIPOBaHIE HOBBIX TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX
CTPYKTYp B OTIAJIEHHBIX JEPEBHSIX MPOAOIDKAIIOCH 10 cepenubl 1921 . mon BnustHMEM psfa dakTopoB. B
9TOM KOHTEKCTE TIEPBBIMHU OBLIH TIEpEeUrcIIeHbl HoMepa ra3eThl « KoOMMyHHUCTY, onpeienieHa YiCIeHHOCTh MU-
TunroHepoB B ['yOMHCKOM paiioHe, MpoaHaTM3UPOBaHbI HATIPABICHHS TTOBBIIICHHUS KBATN(UKAIINN, KOMMY-
HUCTUYECKUE IIEHTPBI, OTHOIIEHHE HACEIICHHS K MIJIHIIMN. DTOT aHAJIU3 MPOBOIMJICS C N3yUYEHHEM HCTOUHH-
KOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C MTPEAMETOM, aHATN30M TIOYYEHHBIX Pe3yJIhTaToB, aHAJIM30M 1 0000IIeHHEeM apTyMEHTOB,
a TaKk)Ke METOJIOM CPaBHHUTEIFHOTO aHAIIN3a.

Knroueewie cnosa: cmena npasumenscmea, 1 younckuii pation, Asepoatioscan, 1ycap, peskom, cogemckuti
cmpoiu, XI Kpacnasa Apmus

Introduction.

n the spring of 1920, due to the

reactivation of the Armenians in

Karabakh and Zangazur, the Azerbaijani
army units defending the northern border -
Guba, Baku infantry regiments, units of the
Tatar cavalry regiment were sent to Karabakh,
as a result, the northern borders remained
unprotected. The new military situation created
another threat for Azerbaijan — Bolshevism.
As the Bolshevik troops advanced south, this
threat became a reality. As the Azerbaijani army
conducted military operations in Karabakh and
Zangazur, conditions were created for the XI
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Red Army from the north to enter Azerbaijan
without hindrance and capture Baku in a short
time. The Red Army command was well aware
of this. The political situation in Baku and the
crisis of power also increased the chances of
aggression. The Bolshevik leadership of Russia
had detailed information about the protection of
the northern borders of Azerbaijan.

Discussion.

I. Dudin, who was a member of the Red
Army and later wrote about these events, also
mentions this in his memoirs (Dudin, 1970,
p. 37-38). On March 28, 1920, the city of
Petrovsk was captured by the XI Red Army.

www.grani.org.ua



HISTORY

GRANI 23 (9) 2020

After the victory of the Bolshevik regime in
the North Caucasus over Denikin's forces, the
local Bolsheviks in Baku and other regions,
as well as in Guba, with the military-political
and financial support of Russia and the Baku
Bolsheviks, engaged in open provocations
against the Azerbaijani statehood. The letter
of the Prime Minister N.B Yusifbeyli to the
Minister of Internal Affairs dated March &, 1920
stated that the Bolsheviks of Dagestan received
humanitarian and material assistance from the
Bolsheviks of Azerbaijan, who were required
to take all measures to prevent the Bolsheviks
from crossing from Azerbaijan to Dagestan and
vice versa (ARDA, work 18, v. 24).

Inspired by the victory of the Bolsheviks
during the Russian civil war, the local Bolsheviks
also revolted. The Bolsheviks carried out open
propaganda even among the soldiers of the Guba
garrison. This was confirmed by the chief of the
Guba district Talibkhanov in his letter to the
governor of Baku dated March 11, 1920 (ARDA,
work 18, v. 80). The Bolsheviks even had their
own party core in the garrison (ARDA, work
18, v. 10). In order to prevent the propaganda of
the Bolsheviks among the soldiers, the garrison
chief Mammadbayov, together with the division
commander, began to take emergency measures
to identify and punish the propagandists. In
order to protect the garrison soldiers from the
influence of Bolshevik propaganda, they were
isolated and forbidden to go to various barracks
and teahouses, as well as the entry of outsiders
was forbidden into barracks (ARDA, work 26,
v. 37). In order to prevent the Bolsheviks from
entering Azerbaijan, by the order of the chief
of the Guba district Agabeyov, security was
organized in two places along the border with
Dagestan - Yalama and Hazra districts. A group
of 20 local residents guarded the villages of
Lajat and Khudat. The border was guarded by
the people's militia and postal guards. The Gusar
police officer was instructed to form a group of
local residents to help the police. The district
chief also instructed the field chiefs to pay more
attention to border protection. Measures were
also intensified to fight the Bolsheviks inside
the district and to prevent the activities of those
who carried out Bolshevik propaganda (ARDA,
work 32, v. 2).

On the eve of the occupation of Azerbaijan,
units of the XI Red Army were already
in Derbent, guarding the railway line by
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maneuvering between the armored trains and
the bridge over the Derbent and Samur rivers.
The personnel of the Red Army consisted of
72,472 people (Suleymanov, 1998, p. 438). On
the eve of the occupation, the Guba Bolsheviks
also became more active. By order of the AKP
Central Committee, armed groups consisting
of anti-state elements were organized, and an
armed uprising headquarters was established.
It was decided to use the help of military units
and local volunteer groups in Guba to protect
the unprotected border. Acting commander of
the 4th Guba Infantry Regiment N. Tumanov
told A.A Shikhlinsky that in order to strengthen
the military units in Khachmaz and to receive
information about the enemy, to organize
reconnaissance operations, 4 companies from
Guba, 3 armored trains, from Yalama and 70
were sent (Azerbaijan Democratic Republic,
1998, p. 374). On the night of April 27, 1920,
the occupying forces violated the Azerbaijani
border with five armored trains and launched
a military aggression against the independent
state. Although a small number of units of the
Azerbaijani army resisted in Yalama and later
in Khudat and Khachmaz stations, it was not
possible to prevent the occupying forces due to the
inequality of forces (Tokarzhevsky, 1957, p. 269).
There were only 3,000 forces on the northern
border, and these forces were scattered along the
border and stationed mainly in the Gusar-Guba-
Khudat region. Under warrant officer Babayev's
command, two companies, a machine gun team
and a cavalry division were forced to retreat
after unequal battles. Although the enemy was
resisted at the Lajat crossing and Khudat station,
it was not possible to prevent it. Following the
armored train, in the early morning of April 27,
the 7th cavalry and 31st infantry divisions of
the Red Army crossed the border and entered
the village of Gullar in Guba district. The Gusar
garrison surrendered without resistance. On
the same day, the cavalry regiments of the 7th
division captured the city of Guba. According to
Tokarjevsky, 31 officers and 500 soldiers of the
Azerbaijani army were captured in Guba and
Gusar, and 5,000 soldiers were captured during
the intervention (Tokarzhevsky, 1957, p. 269).
Thus, the occupying forces, occupying the
entire territory of Guba district in one day,
occupy the entire territory of Azerbaijan in a
short time and put an end to the existence of an
independent state - the Republic of Azerbaijan.
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At that time, the units of the Azerbaijani army
located in Guba district were subordinated to
the 20th division of the XI Red Army. Thus, the
land of Guba entered a new stage - the Soviet
era. It was decided to abolish all government
structures created during the republican
period. By the decision of the Revolutionary
Committee of May 3, 1920, the activities of all
counter-revolutionary parties and organizations
were banned. On the same day, the AK (b) P
Guba district committee was established under
the chairmanship of F. Abbasov. Although
the Provisional Revolutionary Committee
of Azerbajjan and the Council of People's
Commissars of the Azerbaijan SSR, which
were established in Azerbaijan after the coup
and concentrated all state power in their
hands, were composed of Azerbaijanis, it was
only apparently that the newly created Soviet
republic was governed by Moscow. The
Bolsheviks, speaking on behalf of the people,
called the state a proletarian dictatorship.
This was a kind of political veil for the ruling
Bolshevik Party. The real power belonged to
the AK (b) P, a local branch of the RK (b) P.
The Azerbaijani Communist Party and the Baku
party organization, whose core consisted of
non-nationals, mainly Russians and Armenians,
played a leading role in the socio-political life
of the republic. One of the factors that ensured
the dictatorship of the Communist Party in
Azerbaijan was the Russian army units here.
After the April occupation, the independence of
the republic was completely formal.

Afterthe collapse of the national government,
red terror began against the people of Azerbaijan.
The Extraordinary Commission on Combating
Counter-Revolutionary Sabotage and Fraud was
established, and the Supreme Revolutionary
Tribunal was established. The Workers 'and
Peasants' Inspectorate was established on
June 9, 1920 to monitor the activities of state
organizations and public organizations. In this
case, they were given special powers. Thus,
the work of the Emergency Commission and
the Supreme Revolutionary Tribunal was not
limited by any legislation, their decision and
verdict were final and implemented immediately.
These organizations were directly subordinated
to the army command and the center — Moscow.
Therefore, the Azerbaijani government had
almost no control over the activities of these
organizations (Ibrahimli, 1996, p. 31). From
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the first days of Soviet rule in Azerbaijan, the
special unit of the 11th Army began to ruthlessly
attack all existing political forces except the
Communists, even liberal-minded people and
intellectuals. According to some reports, 48,000
people were shot in Azerbaijan from April
1920 to August 1921 (Journal of the Revival,
2008, p. 387). One of the steps taken by the
new government in the political sphere was the
abolition of the former national army. On May
7, the Revolutionary Committee of Azerbaijan
decided to reorganize the army and navy.
According to the decision, the new Azerbaijani
army and navy were, in fact, created as part of
the Red Army of Soviet Russia. Azerbaijani
military units were directly subordinated to the
commander of the XI Red Army, and warships
to the command of the Caspian fleet. Thus,
from the first months of its existence, the Soviet
Republic of Azerbaijan "voluntarily" renounced
the right to have an armed force, which is one
of the important conditions of statehood. AXC
army officers were repressed. From the April
occupation to 1921, 12 generals, 24 colonels and
lieutenants, 46 captains and 266 servicemen were
shot dead by Azerbaijani servicemen (Hummat,
2008, p. 386).

The XI Red Army, behaving like a real
occupying army, was severely interfering in
all spheres of the republic. After the April
coup, confiscation operations with the direct
participation of Soviet troops were accompanied
by special brutality. Food agents with official
documents from the state, members of the
special unit of the XI Army and the Emergency
Commission entered homes, confiscated items,
degraded human dignity in the true sense of the
word, disrespected national and moral values
and traditions. The Revolutionary Committee
of Azerbaijan received thousands of complaints
about such criminal acts. Soldiers of the 11th
Army appropriated all the ammunition of the
Azerbaijani National Army, including 25,000
sets of special uniforms purchased from Italy
at the beginning of the year, 75 % of the shoes
produced by Tagiyev's factory and the supply of
shoes of the XI Army, which was provided with
manufactures, became the subject of discussion
at the meetings of the Central Committee of
the AK (b) P: It was decided to "confiscate all
shoes suitable for the army from shops, both
openly and secretly, from those engaged in the
shoe trade." The army's supply requirements
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put all spheres of economic life in a difficult
position. Even the instruction of the chairman
of the SFC, N. I. Solovyov, "Send to hell" who
was impatient with the next appeal, caused a
scandal in the investigation (Ibrahimli, 1996,
p. 28). The Soviet army occupying Azerbaijan
was the main reference point of the terrorist
dictatorship. During this period, the soldiers
of the 11th Army, employees of the special
department and the emergency commission,
who took part in the search in Azerbaijan and its
districts, committed actions that were immoral.
In December 1920, Sarkiz, the leader of the
Baku Communists, proudly celebrated the
looting of the 11th Army in Azerbaijan, saying
that we had confiscated 200 pounds of silver,
10 pounds of gold, and about 800 gold rings
(Journal of Revival, 2008, p. 386).

At the Second Congress of the AK (b) P in
October 1920, the Soviet authorities and the
11th Army were accused of open looting in
Azerbaijan under the name of "confiscation of
the property of the bourgeoisie." Expressing
his strong protest, Narimanov said: "When
confiscating and entering a Muslim house, it is
necessary to know the conditions in which he
lived. It is not necessary to remove earrings from
a Muslim woman's ear and look for diamonds
in her body" (Bayramova, 2007, p. 31). It is
also clear from Narimanov's open confession
that the Soviet army did not bring "happiness"
and "justice" to Azerbaijan. From the very first
days, this army proved that it was an occupier
and a looter. Witnessing such illegal activities
of the Soviet army, N. Narimanov wrote in his
letter "On the history of our revolution in the
outskirts": "It was a real unplanned robbery.
Finally, the organizations themselves began
to talk about making a big mistake. These
mistakes were repeated throughout Azerbaijan.
As a result, a one-volume case was drawn
up on the misallocation of goods, the failure
of organizations to forget themselves above
all else, and the loss of property under the
auspices of comrade Sarkis, the main inspirer"
(Narimanov, 1992, p. 21).

The Soviet government abolished the
governor-generals, the Baku city government,
the governor's offices, the city and district police
departments, as well as the former court rules
and institutions, and established people's courts.
As in the districts of the republic, in Guba and
in the city, all local executive committees and

www.grani.org.ua

revolutionary committees were subordinated to
the People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs in
terms of administrative management (History
of Azerbaijan, 1964, p. 20). By the end of
August 1920, there were 16 district, 46 district
and 435 village revolutionary committees in
Azerbaijan. The local revolutionary committees
were given extensive emergency powers. On
April 28, 1920, a revolutionary committee
was formed in Guba under the leadership of
Gogoberidze and with the participation of Red
Army officers, and its first meeting was held.
The meeting determined the composition of the
emergency revolution committee consisting of
7 people. These are: chairman — Jamal Omarov;
deputies — V. Lyayuvskaya, Y. Agabeyov,
A. Talibov; members: B. Gayibov, M. Tahirzade
and Abshalumov. On June 12, 1920, by the order
of the emergency commissar of Guba district,
a new composition of the Guba Revolutionary
Committee was formed. The main reason for
the change was the poor performance of the
previous composition. The new committee
included five communists: Ismayilov, Pupkov,
Lakhovsky, Abasov and Tahirzade. Then,
according to a telegram from the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, the number of key members
of the Revolutionary Committee was reduced
to three: Chairman Ismayilov, Deputy Pupkov,
and member Lakhovsky. Secretary Gabriyelova
was appointed. The Revolutionary Committee
had nine departments: management, housing
and communal services, public education,
health, labor and social security, land, finance,
labor and peasant inspection, and food (ARDA,
work 2, v. 83-85).

Teymur Huseynov was appointed head of
the newly established management department
of the revolutionary committee in Guba district,
and Salimbey Agakishiyev and H. Huseynzadeh,
who knew the district very well and were the
head of the district during ADR, were appointed
members. In the archives, two of these three are
listed as communists and one as a candidate
(ARDA, work 19, v. 92). Apparently, S.
Agakishibeyov, who was the head of the district
during the Democratic Republic, had already
accepted the ideas of communism and began to
serve the new government.

After the collapse of the ADR, the city
Duma was abolished in Guba, the city economic
council was established, and a man named
Abbasov was appointed chairman of the council.
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First Agabeyov was appointed head of the utility
department, then Lyakovsky. The latter held this
position until October 10. However, Tahirov
was appointed to the post after it became clear
that he did not know the customs of the local
population and was incompetent. On October
10, two new divisions were established in
this department, and in general the following
divisions functioned in the department:
enterprise, construction, housing and transport
(ARDA, work 2, v. 977). The Guba Department
of Public Education has been headed by Asadulla
Talibov since July. In the first months after the
April occupation, there was a practical struggle
for the distribution of power in the district.
Thus, the leaders of individual organizations
did not show subordination to each other, on the
contrary, they claimed greatness. The clashes
between the garrison chief and the revolutionary
committee were particularly intense. In this
regard, an archival document, the report of
Petrosyan, a representative of the Provincial
Military Commissariat, dated August 23, 1920,
is noteworthy. He wrote: "Everywhere there
is a struggle for power, everyone is behaving
like a great man, and this is a blow to our work.
For example, the head of the Guba garrison
orders the chairman of the Guba Revolutionary
Committee and the emergency military
committee to use public funds and declares that
they will be arrested if they protest” (ARDA,
work 19, v. 4; 225, p. 251).

At the initial stage of the Sovietization,
revolutionary committees were also established
in the districts of Guba. On April 30, 1920, the
Revolutionary Committee was established in
Gusar. Chairman of the Committee was Abasov,
Deputy Akulov, members were Nureddin Sharif
oglu, Grigory Klochkov and Mustafa Gulu
Bagirov (ARDA, work 8, v. 33). Chairman
of the Revolutionary Committee in Rustov
Dashdamir Aliyev, Deputy Nazarov, member
Jabarov; Musabayov, chairman of the Devechi
Revolutionary Committee, Mayzelis, deputy
chairman, and members Jafarov, Chairman ofthe
Revolutionary Committee Alferenko, Deputy
Zaysev, member Mansurov were appointed
members. During this period, revolutionary
committees were formed in the villages as well
as in the districts. Certain conditions were met
while selecting committee members. The first of
these important conditions was that the member
to be elected should not be a Musavat member,
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and the second was that he/she should not be
arrested or poor (ARDA, work 6, v. 2-6). The
new structure was not easily accepted by the
residents of the district, and in the first months
it was very difficult to establish revolutionary
committees in a number of villages. For example,
in the village of Yerfi, residents strongly protested
against the establishment of revolutionary
committees (ARDA, work 6, v. 2-6).

In general, it was not possible to obtain
detailed information about the committees
established in the villages of the district and their
members. Only the letter dated August 1920
sent to Musabayov by the Gusar Revolutionary
Committee contains detailed information about
the revolutionary committees established in
the villages of the Gusar district and their
members. These lists contain information about
the mentioned committees, their members and
the date of their establishment. (ARDA, work
4, v. 26). The next change in the activities of
the revolutionary committees and the election
of their members was made in September. On
September 14, 1920, Order No. 36 was sent to
all the revolutionary committees of the district,
signed by the chairman of the management
department of the Guba Revolutionary
Committee, S. Agakishibeyov and
H. Huseynzade. The order explicitly stated that
the strikers elected to some of the revolutionary
committees were opposed to Soviet construction
and carried out counter-propaganda. They may
commit crimes in the future. From now on,
signatories should not be elected to committees,
or even participate in elections. This order
was to be supervised by the chairmen of the
local revolutionary committee and the peasant
militia. At the end of the order, it was stated that
those responsible would be punished if they
were negligent and uncontrolled (ARDA, work
19, v. 50).

In general, 48 Soviet enterprises and
organizations were established in Guba district
in the first months after the collapse of the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (Communist,
1920). One of the biggest shortcomings in
emergency management after the administrative
changes was staff shortages. This issue was
mentioned in all the meetings of the district
revolutionary committee. There were a number
of objective reasons for this situation. Thus, the
old state apparatus was completely destroyed
during the implementation of revolutionary
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measures in the republic. Many employees and
specialists of ministries and head offices either
left the country or were subjected to punitive
measures. However, many of them were
educated in Russia and abroad and gained the
necessary work experience in government. The
dismissal of these specialists had, in fact, done
great damage to the restoration of the national
economy and the development of education,
science and culture. In general, from the first
days of the Soviet power in Azerbaijan, the
attitude to the intelligentsia "until April" was
predetermined, and a general opinion was
formed. Their desire to enter a new life, to
serve the country with their knowledge and
experience, was presented as a cunning, and
their entry into the Soviet administration was
presented as an insidious intention. If they had
held a certain position during the short period
of the ADR's existence, they would have been
viewed with suspicion. It can be said that
it was very difficult to find trained Muslim
personnel in Azerbaijan. When it came to using
the personnel of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
A. Garayeyv, a local Bolshevik, replied that we
could not use these second-class intellectuals.
Because 10-15 % of them are former bailiffs,
supervisors, chiefs of penitentiary police,
translators, investigators, secretaries of people's
courts, in short, people with a tarnished past. We
cannot allow them to serve in the administration.
After the establishment of the Soviet power
in the district, there was a need for material
resources in all areas. In general, in almost all
of the documents and materials related to the
city's economy, the Revolutionary Committee
was asked to provide financial assistance, as
well as to apply to the center on the matter.
Taking into account the requests for financial
assistance from the Revolutionary Committee
in the district, it was decided to establish a social
security department on June 10, 1920, and on
June 12, Zakarayev was appointed chairman of
this department (ARDA, work 2, v. 33-34).
Despite the good coverage of the social
situation in Guba by the Soviet periodicals,
the Social Security Department's report of 15
August 1920 acknowledged that the social
security of Guba residents was in a deplorable
state (ARDA, work 2 v. 31-33). The Guba
district was not excluded from the general socio-
political processes in the country, including
the administrative changes in the direction of
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Sovietization. As a result of the work carried
out in this direction, the KGB of the Azerbaijan
SSR issued a special order dated May 11,
1920 to practically abolish the internal affairs
bodies of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.
According to the order, the governor-general, the
governor, the mayor, special authorities, the city
and district police inspectorate, the provincial
police chief, the city and district police officers,
the reserve police, the governorships-general
and the staffs of the people's militia under the
governors, as well as other structures of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, were abolished.
After the work on administrative changes was
practically completed in Baku in May 1920 with
the establishment of the workers 'and peasants'
militia, this process continued in districts. After
the arrival of the Soviets, the creation of a
completely new state apparatus led to the radical
reorganization of the police department. In fact,
completely new law enforcement agencies have
been created. Unfortunately, many valuable
forms and methods of the new system, which
have been tested for many years by the police in
the event of an district, have been rejected. Old,
experienced police officers were fired en masse
(Zaplotin, 1999, p. 119).

In general, most of the militiamen
organized in Guba district at that time were
uneducated. Although courses were planned
to eliminate militia illiteracy, work was
delayed due to a lack of qualified teachers
(ARDA, work 19, pp. 91-93). Party centers
were established among the militia at the
center of the district. Gusar, Mushkur and
other areas were also actively working in
this area. In addition, the militia's weapons
were not in good condition and there was no
strict discipline. There were cases of police
misconduct due to lack of discipline. As for
the supply of weapons, there were very few
pistols, and almost no rifles and cartridges.
Inspector Yermolov from Baku informed the
center about this, but no weapons were sent
to the district (ARDA, work 19, v. 91-93). The
Emergency Revolutionary Committee found
a way out of the administrative difficulties by
organizing a sufficient number of militias at
the expense of the Red Army. According to
the information about the congress held on
August 14-18, 1920 with the participation
of the members of the district revolutionary
committees, the militias have not been paid since
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the establishment of the Soviet government.
they wanted. It has been 4 months since the
April occupation (ARDA, work 2, v. 55-56). As
of August 15, the existing 180 police officers in
the district had been fired, and a total of 284
police units had been reorganized, with 97 of
them held. Of these, 149 were cavalry and
132 were infantry. In addition, an estimate
was drawn up for the purchase of 189 horses
and sent to the People's Commissariat of
Internal Affairs (ARDA, work 19, v. 75). The
Guba Revolutionary Committee has taken
some steps to relatively revive the work of
the militia in the district. On September 10,
Sharshanidze, who had served as chairman
of the Gusar Revolutionary Committee, was
appointed chairman of the district militia
department, and Muslim, former chief of the
militia, was appointed his deputy (ARDA,
work 19, v. 35).

Conclusion.

One of the steps taken by the new
government in the political sphere was the
abolition of the former national army. On May
7, the Revolutionary Committee of Azerbaijan
decided to reorganize the army and navy.
According to the decision, the new Azerbaijani
army and navy were, in fact, created as part
of the Red Army of Soviet Russia. Azerbaijani
military units were directly subordinated to the
commander of the XI Red Army, and warships
to the command of the Caspian fleet. Thus,
from the first months of its existence, the
Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan "voluntarily"
renounced the right to have an armed force,
which is one of the important conditions
of statehood. the Soviet authorities and the
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