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History of weaving in Azerbaijan

Shahla Mammadova, Azerbaijan State Agrarian University

One of the interesting part of craftsmanship is weaving and its’ history is very ancient. The article was dedicated
to history of weaving in Azerbaijan. Archaeological materials which concern to weaving were unearthed during the
excavations last decade are very significant for the history of craftsmanship. From Neolothic to Medieval period
weaving had been developed and catched its’ industrial high. Archaeological materials give us an opportunity to
describe a life of weavers in ancient times in Azerbaijan. According to weaving, abundance of raw material reserves
in Azerbaijan territories have rich development since ancient times.First of all, there are included wild technical
plants as well as lagh, linen, hemp mallow, nettle and etc. Along with this, development of cattle-breeding especially
weaving and existence of main raw material reserves,wool should be emphasized. According to researches, early
step of weaving was connected with simple technical habits in weaving field. Archaeologists suppose that bone tools
with sharp edge which were found at “Firuz” camp in Qobustan of the Mesolithic period are related to elementary
weaving. So that, actually we can’t deny the fact of appearance of initial habits in weaving field before the Neolithic
period.Afterwards, habits obtained in weaving stimulated formation of weaving in the Neolithic period.In the
Neolithic period and in the Eneolithic period that had replaced it, weaving became one of the significant fields for
home craftsmen. As is known, at that time fields as home craftsmen’s stoneprocessing, boneprocessing, ceramics
production, leather and peltprocessing, metalprocessing were spread widely. Actually, development of weaving was
closely connected with most of above said fields of craftsmanship.There was defined existance of traces of mattings
made from clay and reed at Kultepe I near to Nakhchivan city and Alikomektepesi monument in Mugan. There are
remains of textile and matting on sceletons and on surface of clay pots in opened ground graves. In addition, there
are found remains of mattings on clay floors of buildings of Alikomektepesi settlement.

Keywords: weaving, archaeology, Kultepe, Azerbaijan, Caucasian Albania, antique period, early
medieval period, medieval period

IcTopis TkauTea B A3epbangykaHi
Lllaxna Mamenosa, A3epbarii>kaHCbKUA JEOXaBHWI arpapHWA YHIBEODCUTET

OpHi€ro0 3 1iKaBUX YaCTHH MaHCTEPHOCTI € TKalTBO, 1 HOro ictopis myxe gaBHs. Crarts Oyna NpHCBsSYeHA
icTopii TKaiTBa B A3epOaiipkani. ApXeosIoriuHi MaTepialiu, 10 CTOCYIOTHCS TKAIITBa, Oy/IM 3HAMICHI ITij] Yac po3-
KOTIOK MUHYJIOTO JICCATHITTSI, € J{y>Ke 3HAUYIIUMH YISl ICTOPIT peMICHUIITBA. Bil HEOJIOTUYHOTO JI0 Cepe/THHOBIY-
HOTO TIepIOJTy TKAIITBO OyJI0 PO3BUHEHE 1 JJOCSIIIO HOT0 MPOMUCIIOBOTO MAaKCUMyMY. APXEOJIOrivHI MaTepiaiu Ja-
FOTh HAM MOMKJIMBICTB OITMCATH YKHUTTS TKA4iB y JTaBHI YyacK B A3epOaii/pkaHi. 3a JaHUMH TKAITBA, BEJIMKA KUTbKICTh
3araciB CUPOBMHU Ha a3epOaii/PKaHChKUX TEPUTOPISX Ma€e OaraTrii po3BUTOK 3 HaiaBHIIIMX vacis. [lepri 3a Bee,
CHOJIA BXOJISITh TMKOPOCITI TEXHIUHI POCITMHH, & TAKOX SITHS, TTOJIOTHO, KOHOILISIHA MaJIbBa, KporvBea Ta iH. [Topsi 3
IIMM CJTiJT HATOJIOCUTH Ha PO3BUTKY TBAPUHHUIITBA, OCOOJIMBO TKAIITBA Ta ICHYBaHHS OCHOBHUX 3arlaciB CUPOBUHHU,
BOBHH. 3TIJTHO 3 JIOCITIDKCHHSIMH, PaHHIH KPOK TKaI[TBa OyB IMOB’SI3aHUM 3 MPOCTUMHU TEXHIYHUMU 3BUYKAMH B
rary3i TKalTBa. APXEoJIoTH TPUITYCKAIOTh, IO KICTSHI 3HAPSUIS 3 TOCTPHM Kpaewm, 3HaiiieHi B Tabopi «Dipy3» y
KyOycrani nepiofay Me30J1iTy, OB’ s13aHi 3 €JIeMEHTapHUM TKaTBoM. OTKe, HACHPaBJIi MU HE MOXXEMO 3ariepedy-
BaTy (haKT MOSIBY MOYATKOBUX 3BMYOK Y TKAIIBKOMY TTOJI JIO TEPiojly HEOMITY. 3ro/IoM 3BUUKH, OTPUMAaHI B TKaIITBI,
cTUMYITIOBaJTH (DOPMYBAHHSI TKAIITBA B MEPIO] HEOJITY. Y Mepio HEOMTy Ta B €HEOJNIT, SIKMI HOro 3aMiHUB, TKa-
IITBO CTAJIO OJTHUM i3 BKJIMBHUX HAIPSIMKIB JIjIs1 JIOMAIITHIX MaiCTpiB. SIK BiZJOMO, y TOM Yac Oy/Ix MIMPOKO PO3IO-
BCIOIDKEHI TaKi Taity3i, sik 00poOKa KaMeHFO JIOMAITHIMU MalicTpaMu, 00poOKa KiCTOK, BAPOOHHUIITBO KePaMiKH, 00-
poOKa IIKIpH Ta IIKyp, 00poOKa MeTaity. BiiacHe, po3BUTOK TKalTBa OyB TICHO MOB’I3aHUIA 3 OUTBIIIICTIO 3ralaHuX
BHIILIC rajTy3eil peMiCHUIITBA. BUsIBIICHO HAsIBHICTB CITiJIIB 3B’5130K 13 NIMHU Ta odepery B Kynbrerne I moonm3y micta
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HaxurBan Ta nmam’sitHAKa AstikoMekTerieci B Myrasi. Ha ckenerax Ta Ha OBepXHi IIMHSHUX TOPIHKIB Y PO3KPH-
THX TPYHTOBHX MOTHIIAX € 3AJTUIIKH TeKCTUITIO Ta POroKKu. KpiM TOro, Ha NIMHSHKMX TTiIorax OyiiBeb MoCceseH-
Hs AJTIKOMEKTeIeC] 3HalIeH] 3aIUIIKH MaTOB.

Knrouosi cnosa: mxaymeo, apxeonozisa, Kyiemene, Azepoatioocan, Kasxkasvka Anbanis

NcTopuna TkadectBa B AsepbangykaHe

LLlaxna MamenoBa, AsepbangkaHCKOro rocyaapCTBEHHOro arpapHoOro YHMBepCcuTeTa

OHa U3 HHTEPECHBIX YacTel MaCTepCTBA — TKAYECTBO, €10 UCTOPHS O4eHb JpeBHssl. CTaTbs ObLia MOCBSIIEHA
UCTOpUH TKayecTBa B AsepOaiimkane. ApXeoIorniecKue MaTepuasl, OTHOCSIIUECS K TKAYeCTBY, ObLIH OOHapY-
AKEHBI BO BPEMsI PACKOIIOK MOCTIEHETO NECATUICTUSI, U UMEIOT OONBIIOe 3HAYEHUE I UCTOPUM PEMECIICHHU-
gectBa. OT HeoNOTHKY 10 CpeIHEBEKOBbSl TKAUECTBO ObLIO PA3BUTO U JOCTUITIO CBOETO MPOMBILIIEHHOIO THKA.
ApXeonornueckie MaTepHalibl JAF0T HaM BO3MOYKHOCTB OITHCaTh OBIT TKauel B ApeBHKE BpeMeHa B AzepOaiihka-
He. ComTacHO TKalKoMYy Jelty, Oorarble 3amachl ChIphbsl Ha TEppUTOpUsIX AsepOalikaHa UMEIOT Ooraroe pa3BUTHE
C JpeBHUX BpeMeH. B mepByro ouepep 3T0 IUKOpAcTyIle TEXHUYECKUE PACTEHHUs], a TAKKe JIar, JIEH, MajbBa
KOHOIUIS, Kpanusa 1 Ap. Hapsiny ¢ 9TUM cliefyeT OTMETHTh Pa3BUTHE KMBOTHOBOJICTBA, OCOOCHHO TKAYECTBa, U
HaJIM4YME OCHOBHBIX 3aIlacoB ChIPbs — MIepcTH. CONIACHO UCCIIEIOBaHMAM, PAHHUI Tall TKa4eCcTBa ObLT CBSI3aH ¢
MPOCTBIMU TEXHUUECKMMH HaBBIKAMU B OOJIACTH TKAYeCTBA. APXEOJIOrH MPEIONaratoT, YT0 KOCTSIHBIC OpY/IUs C
OCTpOIi KPOMKOH, HaiiieHHbIe B Jarepe «Dupy3» B [o0ycTaHe neproaa Me301iTa, CBSI3aHbI ¢ 37IEMEHTAPHBIM I1Ie-
TeHueM. Takum 00pazoM, GaKTHUECKH MbI HE MOYKEM OTPHULIATH (DaKT MOSIBIICHHS IEPBOHAYAIBHBIX HABBIKOB B 00-
JIaCTH TKa4eCTBA EIlIe 10 HEeONMTa. BriocnecTBuy HaBbIKM TKa4eCTBA CTUMYJIMPOBAIN (POPMUPOBAHME TKAYECTBA
B [IEpHOl HeoNuTa. B nepuos Heonuta 1 NpUIIEAIINii Ha €10 CMEHY TIePUOJ] SHEOIUTA TKAYECTBO CTaJI0 OHUM U3
BaYKHBIX HAIPABJICHUI IEATEILHOCTH JJOMalIHUX MacTepoB. Kak M3BECTHO, B TO BpeMs IIMPOKOE PAaCIIPOCTpaHe-
HME MOJTyYMIIH TAKUE HallpaBJIeHUs, Kak 00pab0TKa KaMHsI JOMAITHUMH MacTepaMH, 00paboTKa KOCTH, IIPOU3BO/I-
CTBO KepaMHKH, 00paboTKa KOKH U IIKyp, 00paboTka MeTamioB. COOCTBEHHO, pa3BUTHE TKa4eCTBA ObLIO TECHO
CBSI3aHO C OOJBIIMHCTBOM BBILIENIEPEUHCIICHHBIX 00IacTel MacTepCTBA. YCTAHOBIEHO HAIMYUE CIIEOB CBail n3
DIMHBI ¥ TpocTHHKa Ha Kynrene I Henanexo ot ropona HaxubsiBan u maMsiTHIKa AjrkoMekreniecd B Myrane. Ha
CKeJleTaX M Ha MOBEPXHOCTH IIMHSHBIX TOPIIKOB B BCKPBITBIX TPYHTOBBIX MOTMJIAX OCTaTKH TKaHW U IIMHOBKH.
Kpome Toro, Ha DIMHAHBIX N0JIAX JOMOB MOCENKA AJIMKOMEKTENecH 0OHapy»KEeHbI OCTATKK MATOB.

Knroueswie cnosa: mxawecmso, apxeonoeusi, Kyiomene, Azepoaiioscan, Kasxkascxkas Anbanus, anmuynsiii
nepuoo, paHHecpeoHes8eKosblll nepuood, CPeoHeseKosblll NePUOO

Introduction:

n human history invention of weaving

has it’s special place among significant

achievements that people have obtained.
According to common provision, formation of
weaving is connected to the Neolithic period. As
is known, significant innovations that happened
in the Neolithic period and also formation of
economic production(formation of agriculture
and cattle-breeding) created weaving alongside
starting ceramics production.Prominent english
scientist Gordon Child called these significant
innovations as  neolithic  "revolution".
Appearance and development of weaving
were related to objective demand of society’s
life. Formation of this field of art had taken
important part in existance of local raw material
base alongside that demand.
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According to weaving, abundance of raw
material reserves in Azerbaijan territories have
rich development since ancient times.First of
all, there are included wild technical plants as
well as lagh, linen, hemp mallow, nettle and etc.
Along with this, development of cattle-breeding
especially weaving and existence of main raw
material reserves,wool should be emphasized.

According to researches, early step of
weaving was connected with simple technical
habits in weaving field. Archaeologists
suppose that bone tools with sharp edge which
were found at "Firuz" camp in Qobustan of the
Mesolithic period are related to elementary
weaving. So that, actually we can’t deny the fact
of appearance of initial habits in weaving field
before the Neolithic period.Afterwards, habits
obtained in weaving stimulated formation of
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weaving in the Neolithic period.

In the Neolithic period and in the
Eneolithic period that had replaced it, weaving
became one of the significant fields for
home craftsmen. As is known, at that time
fields as home craftsmen’s stoneprocessing,
boneprocessing, ceramics production, leather
and peltprocessing, metalprocessing were
spread widely. Actually, development of
weaving was closely connected with most of
above said fields of craftsmanship.

There were found many tools of weaving in
most of monuments of the Eneolithic period in
Azerbaijan. We meet plenty of conical spindle
tips from clay in monuments at Babadarvish,
Ilanli tepe, Kultepe of the Eneolithic period
and we meet them at Haji Firuz settlement in
Southen Azerbaijan. Spindle tips were made
from clay and bone. We can have imagination
about development of weaving in Azerbaijan
at that time according to fabric trace found at
ceramic surface of Alikomektepesi and Kechili
settlements. Along with this, at monuments of
Azerbaijan of the Eneolithic period we meet
other evidence, bone tools, remains of matting
related to weaving (Azerbaijan Archaeology,
2008).

There was defined existance of traces of
mattings made from clay and reed at Kultepe
I near to Nakhchivan city and Alikomektepesi
monument in Mugan. There are remains of
textile and matting on sceletons and on surface
of clay pots in opened ground graves. In
addition, there are found remains of mattings
on clay floors of buildings of Alikomektepesi
settlement.

There were found special "pot stands" to
dry clay pots at monuments of the Eneolithic
period at the average stream of the Kura river.
Those stands were woven from mattings or
soft sticks. The existance of traces of matting
or other weavings on ceramic stands on
that zone of the Eneolithic period can be
explained by this.So, we have no doubt that
weaving was one of significant fields of home
craftsmanship in Azerbaijan in the Eneolithic
period.

Discussion: Since the Bronze Age the
development of weavingentered a new phase
in Azerbaijan. There were found many factic
materials related to weaving at the first
monuments of the Bronze Age between the
second half of the IV millennium b.c. and III
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millennium b.c. Conical spindle tips (spinners)
from stone and ceramic among them have
their special place here.Generally, spinners
were mainly considered for manual spindles.
Afterwards, such kind of spinners among
used spinning wheel spindles were considered
mainly for manual spindles.

Then, such kind of spinners were not
applied among used spinning wheel spindles.
It is true that there were not found remains of
textile at the first monuments of the Bronze Age
period. But existance of remains of “weaving
ceramics” related to that period helps to
imagine about that. Because ceramic examples
named "weaving ceramics" were found at most
of monuments of the Early Bronze period of
Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan Archaeology, 2008).

Those ceramic examples were found in
Khankendi, Kurqanlar of Garabagh, as well
as in Qarahajili, Juttepe, Uchoglan, Deyirman
place settlements many times. Sign that differ
this type of pots is defining weaving trace on
their surfaceevidently. It was identified that,
there were used fabric sacks in production of
one group of clay pots. This fact proves once
more that at period of "ceramic weaving"
production weaving was having it’s significant
place in local tribes’ life. Although technical
plants were used in weaving in the Bronze
periodin certain amount, main raw material
base had been wool products. As is known,
in the Early Bronze period essential quality
changes happened in development of cattle-
breeding.Sheep breeding as more profitable
field of cattle-breeding developed rapidly.

In the first half of III millennium b.c.
essential progress that happened in cattle-
breeding caused the first big division of social
labor which caused separation of cattle-breeder
tribes from farmer tribes. And this stimulated
appearance of summer pasture and nomadic
cattle-breeding. In other words, in above said
period development of sheep breeding created
conditions for sufficient processing of wool
as the main raw material reserve in weaving
(Azerbaijan Archaeology, 2008).

In the Middle Bronze Age covering the first
half of Il millenium b.c. weaving art developed
more. It is not accidental that especially
in the Middle Bronze Age in all fields of
craftsmanship happened significant progress.
Significant changes are observed in ceramics,
metallurgy,metal processing, bone and wood
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processing and even a lot of other fields of
art alongside weaving. Upgrading obtained
technical habits in previous centuries and need
to meet the increasing demands of people
among factors stimulating development of this
field as well as strengthening raw materials
base were having their significant place.

Existence of conical spindle tips from
clay and bone, spinners, other bone and
stone tools prove development of weaving in
Azerbaijan in Middle Bronze period. Because
of weaving looms of that time were made
from wood, so we didn’t meet their remains at
ruins of monuments. But tools found in many
monuments of the Middle Bronze Period of
Azerbaijan can prove existence of such kind
of looms. For example, bone pestle, kirkid and
combs got from archaeological excavations
at Kultepe II ancient settlement near to
Nakhchivan cityshow using weaving squares
in simple structure in weaving. Along with this,
comb-like toothed bone tools used in process of
combing wool, cleaning yarn on weaving loom,
joining fabric loops and etc. were found both
from Kultepe II and from Uzerliktepe ancient
settlement near to Aghdam. Weaving tools
made from deer horn like kirkid and heve(part
of weaving loom) found in these monuments
causes special interest. These types of tools
are still used in Azerbaijan carpet- weaving
art (Azerbaijan Archaeology, 2008; Azerbaijan
Ethnography, 2007) (Fig. 6; 7).

Surely, in the Middle Bronze period
development of weaving gave an opportunity
to sew different clothes from wool fabric.
Materials found in Gizilburun settlement near
to Nakhchivan and stone box graves prove this.
Figure of clay man found here was described
in long cardigan and tight trousers. It had a
waistband on waist, socks and shoes on feet. It
had a cap sunken in the middle. Clothes were
dyed in red and black colors. As we can see
ancient weaving masters knew secrets of using
different paints.

Making different clothes from colorful
fabrics in the Middle Bronze period are
proved well by man and woman pictures on
polychrome painted clay vessel found at
Gizilburun necropolis in Nakhchivan. Man’s
cardigan is black, his turban, waistband and
handkerchief in hand are red. Alongside
clothes, woolen yarns were used in weaving
socks. Socks described by foot shaped clay
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products are mostly found among materials
of Julfa necropolis. Socks were described in
red and black color. Clothes and socks were
woven by tools from bone and bronze as well
as byneedle. These type of tools were found
in monuments of Kultepe II, Uzerliktepe,
Gizilburun and etc. of the Middle Bronze
period many times.

Monuments of the Late Bronze Age and
the Early Iron Age give an opportunity to
know more information about development of
ancient weaving in Azerbaijan. Tips of spindles,
needles, different stone pendant, comb-like
things made from clay, stone and bone among
materials showing existence of weaving in that
time have their special place. We came across
with these types of tools in Mingachevir,
Saritepe, Goygol, Garatepe settlements of
Azerbaijan as well as in Garabagh, Ganjachay,
Khachbulag mounds many times. Development
of weaving in theLate Bronze Age is proven by
other visual arguments. First of all, it includes
fabric remains. Fabric remains were found in
ground graves and mounds of Mingachevir,
Borsunlu, Sarichoban and Bayimsarov mounds
of Garabagh. Those fabrics were mainly woven
from woolen fibers. Surely, in the Late Bronze
Age and the Early Iron Age as a raw material
sheep and lamb wool had their main place in
weaving. But according to thought of using
goat lint (goat’s wool)as well as elegant and
soft, high quality camel wool there were used
technical plant fibers especially linen fiber
alongside wool at that time. According to V.
A. Petrov's opinion, linen was widely spread
since ancient times in Azerbaijan.

Linen used in the Late Bronze Age and the
Early Iron Age was one of sort of wild linen
still growing around Mingachevir, as well as
around foothills of Small Caucasus. There were
woven fabrics, socks, clothes from linen and
wool fibers and there were made rope, yarn,
lace and etc. too. Laces made from different
fibers were found in ground graves and mounds
of Mingachevir and Gakh (Torpaggala). These
laces held beads, buttons from bronze or other
materials and analysis of found fabric remains
show that ancient weaving masters knew the
secrets of this art deeply. Combining meshes
to each-other by complex technical method
shows existence of more complicated weaving
field as carpet-weaving at that time. This type
of fabric remains were found in Borsunlu
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mound of XIV—XIII centuries bc, Mingachevir
and Sarichoban mounds of XII-XI centuries
BC (Aslanov, 1961; Khalilov, 2009).

Although there are not found any remains
of weaving loom in monuments of the Late
Bronze period of Azerbaijan we can define
such kind of looms with vertical and horizontal
construction according to ethnographic
observation. Existence of remains of fabric
with complex meshes doesn’t impeach
existence of weaving looms in the Late Bronze
period. Parts of weaving looms found in
antique and early medieval period catacomb
graves and settlements of Mingachevir give us
an opportunity to imagine about these types of
weaving looms.

We didn’t come across with paint traces
among found remains of fabrics. But, surely
ancient weaving masters knew methods of
dying yarns. As paint material different types
of plants as well as marina, wormwood,
walnut, pomegranate and etc. were used here.
Development of weaving is proven by other
arguments and existence of buttons from
bronze, bone, glass in different size. We come
across with these types of buttons in large
quantities in monuments of Minghachevir,
Goygol, Gedebey, Khachbulaq, Garabagh,
Nakhchivan, Lankaran and other regions of
Azerbaijan. Alongside practical importance
buttons were used as ornaments and were
used in decoration of different types of clothes

(Mammadov, 2006; Mammadova, 1993;
Mammadova, 2005; Mammadova, 2019)
(Fig. 1; 3; 4).

Buttons found in graves were decorating
hereafter clothes of buried ones here. The
problem is that hereafter world was constructed
on ancient burial tools. So, we can explain
putting buttons in proper order beside and
above of dead ones in graves by this. Buttons
fastened on clothes found in graves, cocoon
and discs being the sign of remains of different
clothes show the high level of development of
weaving art in the Late Bronze Age and the
Early Iron Age in Azerbaijan.

Conclusion.

At that time, ancient weaving masters
alongside weaving clothes wove different
means of household items. There is no doubt,
developmentofhalf-nomadand summerpasture
cattle-breeding required formation of means of
household as marfaj (box for bedding woven
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as rug), saddlebags, carpet-bag, sack. Such
kind of means ease packing and carrying home
equipment and products when people move to
mountains andlowlands. Weaving rugs, carpet
without pile, pile less carpet to cover floors
of houses, after a while weaving carpet were
mastered. Meander, crosses,rhombus, even
different geometric, floral patterns, human
and animal images described on the surface of
ceramics of this period of Ganjachay region
and Garabagh are still widely used in carpet-
weaving. Therefore, we dare say, history of
carpet-weaving in Azerbaijan begins at least
in the Late Bronze Age and the Early Iron
Age. It should be noted, these pictures and
patterns in Azerbaijan carpet-weaving art were
used for centuries and it still continues to be
as a custom through centuries (Asadov, 2018;
Khalilov, 2010) (Fig. 2; 5). It was defined by
researches that different types of pattern motifs
in the Late Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age
in Azerbaijan are similar to patterns used in
Azerbaijan carpet-weaving. This fact gives
an opportunity to say that carpet-weaving art
appeared in the Bronze Age in Azerbaijan and
evolved during thousand years (Fig. 6; 7).
High development of weaving art in the Late
Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age by meeting
demand of local people of Azerbaijan enabled
many of weaving products to become means of
exchange. Probably, it enabled division of labor
activity in weaving field at that time. It means,
all the necessary actions from processing
of wool to getting ready product were done
by different professional masters. There are
included different type of actions as feeding
animals, shaving wool, washing, combing,
making yarns, dyeing and production of final
product. The last action is delivering final
product to consumers. Caucasian Albanian
period monuments gave us weaving materials
which concern to IV BC and VIII AD. These
materials unearthed during archaeological
excavations of antique and early medieval
period settlements and graves (Asadov, 2018;
Khalilov, 2009; Khalilov, 2010; Mammadov,
2006; Mammadova, 1993; Mammadova,
2005; Mammadova, 2019). Development
of these and other fields of craftsmanship in
Azerbaijan caused expansion of trade relations
and keeping close economic relations in
environmental , especially in cultural centers
of Central Asia.
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Figure 1

Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 5

Figure 6
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