GRAN/ 23 (3) 2020

DOI: 10.15421/172034 YIIK: 94(479.24)

Armenian claims to Nakhchivan and its impact to the historical geography
of the region (1918-1924s years)

Nurlana Aliyeva, Nakhchivan Branch of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences

Azerbaijan People Republic the new sovereign state, created in May 1918 in the Muslim East, has lived and
worked in hard and difficult conditions for 23 months. The Republic had to fight against the political and economic
policies of the world's major powers, including Russia, the United States, England and France, and resorted to
all means to maintain its sovereignty, and faced very complex challenges along the way. Under the pressure of
these states, on May 29, 1918, the National Council of Azerbaijan was forced to decide on the issue of Iravan to
the armenians in order to maintain their sovereignty while discussing the border problem between Azerbaijan and
Armenia and he considered this decision a "historic necessity", a "unavoidable disaster" for heartbreak. During the
Azerbaijan People Republic, neighboring countries made a number of territorial claims against Azerbaijan. At that
time, its territory was 113.895, 97 sq. km. Its 97,296,67 sq. km was undeniable, and 16,598,30 sq. km was disputed.
To resolve such issues, the Treaty of Friendship was first signed on June 4, 1918, between the Ottoman Empire and
the Republic of Azerbaijan. It was the first agreement signed by the Azerbaijan People Republic with any foreign
state. The second article of the Batumi Treaty sets the border between Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia. According
to the Batumi contract, Azerbaijan also suffered territorial losses. According to the agreement, the Sharur section
of the Sharur-Daralayaz province and the Nakhchivan accident, except for Ordubad, were transferred to Turkey.
In addition, the regions of Kamarly, Ulukhanli and Vedibasar of the Iravan provincewere transferred to Turkey. On
March 12, 1921, the Moscow Treaty was signed. With the participation of a representative of the Soviet Russia
to clarify some of the territories following the Moscow Treaty, Turkey signed an agreement on October 13, 1921,
between the three South Caucasus republics. With the participation of a representative of the Soviet Russia to clarify
some of the territories following the Moscow treaty, Turkey signed an agreement on October 13, 1921, between
the three South Caucasus republics. The contract consisted of 20 articles and 3 annexes. A number of provisions of
this treaty were consistent with the relevant articles of the Moscow Treaty. In general, this document was rejecting
unequal rights, forcible contracts, and the Sevr treaty. Article 5 of the agreement was directly related to the fate of
Nakhchivan. Thus, the Moscow and Kars treaties also resolved Nakhchivan's autonomy status.

Keywords: Nakhchivan, Moscow treaty, Kars treaty, autonomy status, Azerbaijan People Republic, Ottoman
empire, controversial zone, historical geography

BipMeHCbKi npeTeHsil Ha HaxymBaH Ta Noro BNAUB Ha iCTOPUYHY reorpadito
perioHy (1918-1924 pp.)

HypnaHa Aniesa, Hax4mneaHcbka ¢inisi HavioHasieHOI Akaaemii Hayk AsepbavigxaHy

HoBa cyBepenHa paepkaBa, cTBopeHa y TpaBHi 1918 p. Ha MycynpmaHchkomy Cxomi, yxke 23
MICSIIl JKMBE 1 MpaIoe y BaAXKUX 1 CKIAJHUX yMoBaX. PecmyOnika mana GOpoTHUCS MPOTH MOJITHIHOT
1 EKOHOMIYHOT TOJIITUKU HAHOINBIINX CBITOBUX JepxkaB, 30kpema Pocii, Cnmonyuenux IllTartiB, AHrmii
ta @paHiii, i BAKOPUCTOBYBATH BCi 3ac00M sl 30€pekKEHHsI CBOTO CYyBEpEHITETY, 1 Ha IbOMY HUIAXY
3iITKHYJAcs 3 Iy’Ke CKIaJHUMU npodiemamu. [1ig Tuckom nux nepxas 29 tpapHs 1918 p. HamionansHuit
Pana A3zepOaiimxkaHy, 0OrOBOPIOIOYM MHUTAHHS MPO KOPJAOH Mix A3sepOaiimkanom i BipMmeniero, Oyia
3MyIlIeHa yXBaJUTH PIICHHS PO repeaady €peBaHa BipMeHaM 3 MeTO 30epekeHHs ix cyBepenitety. [1ig
yac AsepOaiiukaHchKoi JlemokpaTnyHoi PecryOuriku cyciHi KpaiHM BHCYHYJIHM HU3KY TEPHUTOPIaIIBHUX
npeTeHsiii no AzepOaitpkany. Y Toit yac iioro Teputopis cranopuia 113,895, 97 xB. km. 97 296,67 kB. kM
Oynu He3arepedHuMH, a 16 598,30 kB. kM ockapkyBanucs. i BUpINIEHHS TaKUX MUTaHb JOTOBIp MpPO
npyx0y OyB Brepmie miamucano 4 deppHsa 1918 p. mixk OcMaHCBKOO iMITepieto Ta A3epOalKaHChKOIO
Pecny6nikoro. e OyB nepmiunii KOHTPAKT, mianucannii AzepOaitkancbkoi JlemokpaTuanoi Pecy0Omikoro
3 OyIb-sIKOI0 1HO3EMHOK jaepkaBoro. Jpyra crtarTs BaTyMChKOTO JOTOBOpPY BCTaHOBIIOE MEXY MiXk
AzepbOaiimxanom, ['pysiero 1 Bipmeniero. 3rigHo 3 barymcbkum oropopom, AsepOaiikaH TaKoX IMOHIC
TepHUTOpiaNbHI BTpaTH. BiamoBigHo g0 yromau, y pesynbrari paiion lllapyp — onna 3 wactun Illapyp-
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Japanaresckoro noBiTy i HaxamBaHChKOTO TOBITY, 32 BUHATKOM Opay0anu, — OyB nepenanuit TypeudunHi.
Kpim Toro, paitonu ["'amapii, Ynyxannu 1 Benibacap IpeBanckoro nosity Oynu nepenani Typeudunni. 12
oepesns 1921 p. Oys nignucanuit MoCKOBChKHE JTIOTOBIp. 3a y4acTio npeactaBHuka Pansacekoi Pocit s
YTOUHEHHS JICSIKUX TEPUTOPid miciss MockoBchkoro noroBopy TypewuwHa mignucana 13 xoBTHs 1921
p. v Kapci yroay mix Tphoma IliBneHHOKaBKa3bkuMu pecnyonikamMu. KoHTpakT ckianases 3 20 crareit
i 3 momarkiB. Hu3ka TMOJNOXKEHB I[LOTO JIOTOBOPY BiAMOBIAaIU BIANOBIIHUM CTATTAMH MOCKOBCHKOTO
JIOTOBOpY. 3arajoM Ie# JOKYMEHT BIJIXHJIMB HEPiBHI INpaBa, MPUMYCOBI KOHTpakTH 1 joroBip Cesp.
CrarTs 5 yronu Oyia Oe3nocepellHbO TOB’si3aHa 3 jnoseto HaxumBans. Takum urmHOM, MOCKOBCHKHI 1
Kapchkuii 1oroBOpH TaKOX JIO3BOJHIIM CTaTyC aBTOHOMIT Hax4yuBaHns.

Knrouosi cnosa: Haxuusans, Mockoscoruii 00206ip, Kapcwruii 00206ip, cmamyc asmonomii, Azepbaiiodxrcancoka
Hapoona Pecnybnixa, Ocmancwka imnepis, cnipHa 30Ha, icmopuyna eeoepaqisi

ApMSIHCKME MNpPEeTeH3un Ha HaxybiBaH U ero BAMsiHME Ha UCTOPUYECKYHO
reorpacduto permoHa (1918-1924 rr.)

Hypnana Anvesa,
A3epbavigxaHa

HaxubiBaHCcku  punnan HaymoHansHou  Akagemuy  Hayk

Hogoe cyBepeHHOE TOCYAapcTBO, co3aaHHoe B Mae 1918 . Ha mycynpmanckoM BocToke, yxxe 23 Mecsia KUBeT
u paboTacT B TPYAHBIX U CIOXKHBIX YCIOBMSIX. PecryOnnka Mo/pkHA ObLna OGOpOTHCS NMPOTHUB MOMUTUUECKON U
SKOHOMMYECKOM MOMUTUKY KPYMHEHIINX MUPOBBIX Jepxkas, BKmodas Poccuro, Coequnennsie 1ltarsl, AHIIMIO U
DpaHIHIo, U UCTIONB30BaTh BCE CPEICTBA JUIS COXPAHCHHS CBOETO CYBEPEHUTETA, U Ha 3TOM ITyTH CTOJIKHYJIACh C OUCHb
cIIoXHBIMU TpoOnemamu. Ilox maBnenneM stux rocygapets 29 mas 1918 . Harmonansnsiit Coer AzepOaiikaHa,
00Cy»/1ast BOIIPOC O TPaHHUIIE MEeXAy A3zepOaiimxanoM 1 ApMeHueil, OblT BBIHYX/IEH IIPUHSTH PELICHUE O Mepeiayue
EpeBana apmsHaM B 11eN151X coXpaHeHus uX cyBepeHuTeTa. Bo Bpemst Azepbaiimkanckoii Jlemokparnueckoil PecryOnmku
COCEJTHUE CTpaHbl BBIIBUHYIM Psifi TEPPUTOPUATBHBIX MpeTeH3uil kK Asepbaiimkany. B To Bpems ero tepputopust
cocrapmsiia 113,895, 97 kB. kM. 97 296,67 kB. KM ObUTH HeocTiopuMbIMH, a 16 598,30 kB. kM ocnapuBaiuch. s
pelIeHrs TakuX BOIPOCOB JIOTOBOP O Jipy»kOe ObLI BriepBbie oamuca 4 urons 1918 1. mexxry OcMaHcKoi umniepreit
u Asepbaiimxanckoil PecityOmkoil. 9To ObUT epBbIil KOHTPAKT, MOAMMUCAHHbINH A3epOaiimkanckoil JleMokparuueckoit
Pecry6mnuxoii ¢ mo0bIM HHOCTpaHHBIM roCyAapcTBOM. BTopas crarbst barymckoro 10oroopa ycTaHaBIMBACT TPAHHILY
Mexay AsepOaitipkaHoM, Ipysueit nu Apmenueil. ComtacHo barymckomy noroBopy, AsepOaiffikaH Takke MOHEC
TeppUTOpHaIbHBIE TIOTEpU. B cooTBeTCTBHN € comaleHueM, B pesynsrare paiioH [llapyp — onna u3 vacreit Hlapyp-
Hapamaresckoro ye3na u HaxubIBaHbCKOTO ye3na, 3a uckmodeHnem OpayOanma, — Obur mepenan Typrrm. Kpome
Toro, paioHsl ['amapiu, Ymyxamisl u Bemubacap MpeBaHckoro yesna Obumm nepenansl Typuun. 12 mapra 1921 r
6b11 nosmucan Mockosckuit foroop. Ipu yuactin npencraBuress Coserckoil Poccuu i1 yTOUHEHHST HEKOTOPBIX
TeppuTOpHii ociie Mockosckoro oroopa Typrws noamucana 13 okrsidps 1921 1. B Kapee comatenue Mex ity Tpems
HOxHOKaBKa3ckuME pecttyOnukamu. KonTpakt coctostn u3 20 crareit 1 3 npusioxeHui. P monoxeHuit 3Toro 10ropopa
COOTBETCTBOBAJI COOTBETCTBYIOIIUM CTAThsIM MOCKOBCKOTO JIOTOBOpa. B 11e710M 3TOT JOKyMEHT OTKJIOHMI HEPaBHBIC
TpaBa, MPUHYAUTENbHbIE KOHTPakThl 1 foroBop CeBp. Crarkst 5 commamieHus ObUla HaNpsIMyRO CB3aHA C CybOOit
HaxubBanst. Takum o6pasom, MockoBckuii 1 Kapckuit J0roBopbI TAKKe pa3pelniIi CTaTyc aBTOHOMUH HaxubiBaHs.

Knouesvie cnosa: Haxuvisans, Mockosckuii doeoeop, Kapckuii doeosop, cmamyc agmonomuu, Azepoaiiodcancrast
Hapoonas Pecnybnuxa, Ocmanckas umnepusi, CROPHAsL 30HA, UCTNOPUYECKASL 2e0epaghust

Introduction. of the Nakhchivan and Iravan khanates. Later
ccording to Article XV of the times, popular uprisings and revolts have led to
Turkmenchay  treaty, armenians the collapse of this province. Seeing that it was

started to move to many regions of
Azerbaijan, including Nakhchivan. The goal
of the armenians to move to this area was to
change the ethnic composition of the population
by force, and to turn these lands into armenian
settlements. Even in this regard, in 1828, an
"armenian province" was created on the territory
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impossible for armenians to invade Nakhchivan
in the 19th century, they began to carry out this
work at the beginning of the 20th century, or more
precisely, in 1918-1924 by gun. At that time,
their patrons as Russia, England, and the United
States were providing military and financial
support to armenians. The main purpose of these
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great powers was to create an armenian state in
these geographies, to break the Ottoman state's
relationship with the Turkic world and so on.
were issues. However, as a result of the struggle
of the Nakhchivan population and the support
of the Ottoman state, such issues, namely, the
transfer of Nakhchivan to the armenians, did
not occur. Later, Nakhchivan's autonomy status
did not allow any of Nakhchivan's territories to
compromise with another state.

The main goal of the research.

To investigate and reveal the armenian claims
to Nakhchivan and its impact to the historical
geography of the region (1918-1924s years). It
is no coincidence that the historical geography
of Nakhchivan is selected as a separate research
object. This land, which has a special place
in the history of the Azerbaijani people, has
undergone significant changes over the centuries
in terms of whether administrative — territorial,
or employment, national and social composition,
economic life and etc. In order to track the
dynamics of these changes, it is necessary to
identify the factors that contribute to these
changes.

The investigated level of the theme.

The topic discussed has not been fully
investigated so far from the historical and
geographical point of view. Although the
historical geography and administrative and
territorial structure of different regions of
Azerbaijan have been studied separately, the
subject has not been studied systematically.
However, from the historical point of view,
investigations by  [.Hajiyev,  V.Gafarov,
[.Musayev, M.Qasimli, [.Atnur and others were
conducted.

The method of the research.

During the research, we used a method of
research, comparative, and mutual analysis.

The Ottoman state and Nakhchivan.

After the overthrow of the Tsarism in Russia
on February 27,1917, as in all parts of the empire,
there was a dichotomy in Nakhchivan. On the
one hand, provisional government has been
established in the city by the village committees
of village committees and public organizations,
on the other hand, the soviets of the deputates
of workers and soldiers in Nakhchivan, Soldiers'
Soviets were organized at Julfa, as well as at the
Shahtakhti railway station.

The Special South Caucasus Committee,
established on March 9, 1917, began to establish
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executive committees of the provisional
government's agencies throughout the South
Caucasus, including Azerbaijan. In the summer
of 1917, the creation local governments of the
provisional government in Nakhchivan was
completed.

In February 1918, the Transcaucasia
Commissariat  (replaced by the Special
Transcaucasian Commitee on November 11,
1917) was replaced by a nationalist and auxiliary
advocate for replacing the Transcaucasia Seas
(legislative body) and dividing the Transcaucasia
into independent states made musavats and
dashnaks joint activities impossible [11, p. 9].
Azerbaijan People Republic the new sovereign
state, created in May 1918 in the Muslim East,
has lived and worked in difficult conditions for
23 months.

This Republic had to fight along with Russia
in the vise of the political and economic policies
of the great powers of the world — the USA,
England and France, he has done all he can to
maintain his sovereignty, and has faced many
complex problems on this way. Under the pressure
of these states, on May 29, 1918, the National
Council of Azerbaijan was forced to decide on
the issue of Iravan to the armenians in order
to maintain their sovereignty while discussing
the border problem between Azerbaijan and
Armenia and he considered this decision a
"historic necessity", a "unavoidable disaster"
for heartbreak. During the Azerbaijan People
Republic, neighboring countries made a number
of territorial claims against Azerbaijan. At that
time, its territory was 113.895, 97 sq.km. Its
97,296,67 sq. km was undeniable, and 16,598,30
sq. km covered disputed areas [2, p. 6].

Azerbaijan People Republic  has been
struggling in the most difficult conditions to
preserve the territorial integrity and sovereignty
of the country, using all opportunities and trying
to solve the fateful issues. To resolve such
issues, the Treaty of Friendship was first signed
on June 4, 1918, between the Ottoman empire
and the Republic of Azerbaijan. It was the first
treaty signed by the Azerbaijan People Republic
with any foreign state. The second article of
the Batumi Treaty sets the border between
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia [1, p. 1-3].
According to the Batumi contract, Azerbaijan
also suffered territorial losses. According
to the agreement, the Sharur section of the
Sharur-Daralayaz province and the Nakhchivan
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province, except for Ordubad, were transferred
to Turkey.

In addition, the Gamarly, Uluhanli and
Vedibasar regions of the Iravan province were
transferred to Turkey [7, p. 85]. Academician
I. Hajiyev touched upon the terms of the
Batum Treaty more broadly and accurately. He
wrote: “Turkey has demanded a number of new
territories and privileges in exchange for the
casualties on the battlefield. These demands
include the Axiska and Akhalkalak regions of
the Tbilisi province, the Alexandropol (Gumru)
and Surmali regions of the Iravan province, the
Sardarabad part of the Echmiadzin province, the
Kamarli (Garnibasar), Ulughanli (Zangibasar)
which consist of the southern and southwestern
parts of the Iravan province, the Sharur part of
the Sharur-Daralayaz province, the province of
Nakhchivan, except Ordubad region, as well
as the Kars-Alexandropol-Julfa railway. In
addition, during the war against England, Turkey
should have been granted the right to use the
entire Transcaucasian railway [5, p. 35].

The Ottoman empire began to acquire the
territories it had acquired under the Batum
Treaty. On July 20, 1918, the Ottoman army
defeated the armenian resistance and entered
Nakhchivan.

Thus, the Turkish flag was waved in
Nakhchivan. On August 15, 1918, these lands
were officially occupied by a declaration issued
by the Ottoman sultan Mehmed Vahidedin
according to the "Eveliy-i Selase".

On September 14 of the same year a decision
was made to establish governing bodies in
the region. According to this decision, Batum
province established including Kars, Erdahan,
Batum and surrounding areas (Nakhchivan was
included into the Ottoman territories under the
Batum agreement—N.A.) [7, p. 87]. Nakhchivan
region entered Batumi province as the part of the
Kars liva.

Afterthereconciliation of Mudrosin 1918, the
Ottoman forces were forced to leave Nakhchivan
on 11 November. The local population declared
the establishment of the Araz-Turkic Republic
in November 1918 to protect the region against
armenian aggression. The Araz-Turkic Republic,
operating until March 1919, did not allow
the Nakhchivan region to be occupied by the
armenians [6]. Since the Araz-Turkish Republic
is the subject of an other research , we do not
intend to dwell on it.
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Nakhchivan general governorship. It is very
interesting that while the Araz-Turkic Republic
still existed, the Azerbaijani government
established the Nakhchivan general governorship
on February 28, 1919, based on the proposals of
M. Mirbagirov and the provisional government
of Nakhchivan, B. Nakhchivanski [2, p.12]. On
February 28, 1919, the general governorship
of Nakhchivan was established by the decision
of the Government of the People Republic of
Azerbaijan (In the documents, this governorship
is also known as "South-West Azerbaijan
general-governorship" or "General-governorship
of Nakhchivan, Ordubad, Sharur-Daralayaz
and Vedibasar districts."). As it seen from
the geographical names above, we see which
territories were including to the Nakhchivan
general-governorship. Corresponding member of
ANAS H. Safarli writes that the governorship's
capital was Nakhchivan and its territory covers
Nakhchivan, Ordubad, Sharur-Daralayaz and
Vedibasar lands [12, p. 28]. n addition the author
notes that, despite the relatively short existence,
the government of the People Republic of
Azerbaijan united much of Nakhchivan's historic
land under one general-governorship [12, p. 28].
Bahram Khan Nakhchivanski was appointed
governor-general, Karim Khan Irevanski was
appointed deputy vice president for military
affairs, and Haji Mehdi Bagirov was appointed
as his deputy on the civil problems. A seven-
member council was established under the
general-governorship of Nakhchivan; on March
16, Bahram khan replaced Nakhchivanski
Hashimbeyov, who was summoned to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the People
Republic of Azerbaijan, and then Samad bey
Jamillinski was appointed governor-general of
Nakhchivan.

The complexity of the political condition, and
first of all, the failure of senior officials to come
to Nakhchivan due to the provocative actions
of the Armenian Dashnak government, created
serious difficulties for the general-governorship.
In spite of all this, the government of the
People Republic of Azerbaijan did not allow the
General-governorship to stop its activity at any
moment. In August 1919, the residence of the
general governorship, who was forced to act in
Ordubad for a short time, was then relocated to
the city of Nakhchivan. Although the ggeneral-
governorship of Nakhchivan was not able to
operate more broadly and effectively because
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of the difficult conditions at that time, it played
an important role in protecting the region from
the Armenian aggression, in establishing and
maintaining ties with the government of the
People Republic of Azerbaijan [10, p. 84].

Although Nakhchivan was governed by
the general-governorship obey the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic, Nakhchivan was occupied
by the British in January 1919. The British,
expressing Nakhchivan and Sharur's given to
the obey of the Armenian government, make
condition the armenians to pursue their own
occupation policy. Although the Dashnaks
seized a part of Nakhchivan in June 1919 with
the direct help and involvement of English
officers, the military units of the Nakhchivan
National Committee crushed Dashnak's regular
army and expelled them from Nakhchivan. Local
authorities were in the hands of the National
Council [13, p. 33].

Gumri, Moscow and Kars treaties. On
December 2, 1920, Turkey and the Armenian
Dashnak government signed the Gumri
agreement. According to this agreement, starting
from the Lower Karasu river, the Araz river
is located on the north of Kecachin, on the
Arpachay river, then on the Karakhan valley, on
the eastern part of the Great Kemli — Kyzyldash —
Great Aghbaba. The final determination of
the boundary line (two weeks after the date of
signing) will be made by the mutual commission
in place. Kuku mountain, 10282—-8022, Hamasur
mountain—8160, Gurdgulag village, Sayat
Mountain — 7868, Arpachay Houses — 3080,
Gormurlu Mountain — 6930, Saraybulaq — 8071,
Ararat station, strip south of the village of
Lower Karasuyun Armenia will not intervene
in the polling station, then in the form of a
referendum governing and in the territory
covered by this referendum,a local government
will be established under the auspices of Turkey.
Government of Turkey: by the way of Sharur,
Nakhchivan, Shahtakhti and Julfa will provide
free transit issues between Iran, Baku and
Armenia [3, p. 7].

The Turkish researcher 1. Atnur also shared
his views on the Gumri Agreement, and has
given almost the same boundaries as the one we
have mentioned the sources above.

I. Atnur writes: “After the offering the peace
by the turkish side to armenians, peace talks
between turkish and armenian representatives
began on November 25 in Gumri. Negotiations
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between the two sides ended on December 2, and
the same day, on the night of December 2 — 3 at
24°° the Gumri agreement was signed. Articles
2 and 12 of the 18-article contract are related
to Nakhchivan. According to Article 2, the
borders and status of Nakhchivan were defined
as follows: Article 2: Kuku mountain 10282—
8022 — Kamasor mountain 8160 — Gurdgulag
village—Sayat mountain 7868 — Arpa river 3080
— Gomurlu mountain 6930 — Saray spring—8071.
Ararat station, Araz river, Nakhchivan,
Shakhtakhti, Sharur, south of the strip passing
through Lower Karasu, will determine the form
of government and Armenia will not intervene in
the territory covered by this administration and
local administration will be established aunder
the rule of Turkey in the region;

Article 12: The Turkish Government
undertakes to ensure the security of the transit
route between Armenia, Sharur-Nakhchivan-
Shahtakhti and Julfa-Iran-Maku. The
Nakhchivan borders, except for Develi and
Arazdayan, have been defined by the Gumru
agreement, as a result of the Great Vedi and
surrounding areas, which have historically been
the Turkic regions, Uluhanli, Gamarly and most
importantly, the Nakhchivan until 1920. The
northwestern border was Develi. Armenia will
not intervene in Nakhchivan's post-referendum
governance system and local administration
will be established under the rule of Turkey
[1, p. 390]. Academician [.Hajiyev affirms the
boundaries as above [4]. Nakhchivanians and
Turks objected to the Gumru treaties which was
signed RSFSR and Soviet Armenia, and russians
and armenians objected to the Gumru treaty,
which was signed between Turkey and Dashnak
Armenia in the late 1920s.

Although the position of Soviet Russia on the
problems of Zangezur, Nakhchivan and Sharur-
Daralayaz had changed many times, it had some
secret plans and unambiguously coincided with
the ideas of the armenians. But in the foreign
policy plans of such a big country as Russia, it
was hard to turn Lenin and Chicherin out of their
notorious thoughts.

Notwithstanding the determination of N.
Narimanov, he was remaining alone in the
problem of armenian. Here, Turkey provided
decisive assistance to the '"victory" of
N. Narimanov's position.

Thus began the Russian Turkish negotiations.
The Russian-Turkish Conference began its work

151



'PAH/ Tom 23 Ne 3 2020

on February 27, 1921 in Moscow. The conference
was postponed for a week because of disputes.
To get out of the conference postponed, Yusuf
Kamal decided to meet with more influential
Soviet figures. Negotiations resumed after
he met with [.Stalin on March 6. During the
conference, G. Chicherin, who tried to extradite
Nakhchivan to Armenia during the conference,
suggested that he find a formula that would
establish Nakhchivan's inevitable relationship
with Azerbaijan and its use of autonomy under
its protection. The Turkish delegation asked to
submit the second part of the formula as follows:
provided that Azerbaijan will not compromise
this protection to any third country. " The
borders of Nakhchivan had to be determined by
military experts. Discussing the border between
Nakhchivan and Armenia, the Russian delegation
said that the line determined by the experts had
exceeded the requirements of Azerbaijan, which
did not want to carry out protection in any part
of the Iravan province and accepted that the last
border was a Gurd gate. For them, Although this
issue is not of primary importance due to the
close ties between the Soviet republics, it would
be best to define the boundaries of the Sharur-
Daralayz region by an ethnographic principle
[8, p. 99]. The Russian delegation said that the
border between Nakhchivan and Armenia could
be considered temporary. If there is any change
in the direct negotiations between Azerbaijan
and Armenia in the future, then these changes
cannot be regarded as a violation of Azerbaijan's
obligation not to compromise its protectorate.
The final settlement of the issue is difficult due
to the population displacement, as it has recently
occurred between these countries. The Turkish
delegation underscored that this issue should be
unambiguously resolved by Turkey's importance
on the security of its eastern borders, and any
negotiations between Azerbaijan and Armenia
on this issue should be excluded. In this case,
the Russian delegation said that the borders of
Azerbaijan should be obeyed. Because changes
in the border line from Moscow cannot be
determined without inquiring from the concerned
government and the public. At the suggestion of
the Turkish delegation, it was decided to keep
the Sharur-Daralayaz area in Nakhchivan. In
the disputed part of the Iravan province, the
border goes from Mount Gomurlu (6930) to the
Saraybulag mountains (8071), the Ararat station.
On March 16, 1921, the RSFSR and Turkey
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signed an agreement consisting of 16 articles
and annexes. According to the third article,
the parties agreed that Nakhchivan province
would create an autonomous territory under the
auspices of Azerbaijan, under the provisions
of paragraph C of Annex 1 to this Agreement,
provided that Azerbaijan would not compromise
any third state.

Lower to the surface of the Araz surface
relief in the east, and to the west the Dahna
mountains (3829) — Veledag (4121) — Bagirsag
(6787) — the triangular Gomurlu mountain
(6930), formed in the Nakhchivan zone, 6971;
The boundary of the specified area, which passes
through the Ararat station and ends at the point
where Karasuyun meets Araz, will be established
by a commission comprised of representatives
from Turkey, Azerbaijan and Armenia. The
territory of Nakhchivan in paragraph C of
Annex 1 was defined as follows: Ararat station —
Saraybulaq (8071) — Gomurlu mountain (6839),
(6930) — 3080 — Sayatdag (7668) — Gurdgulag
village — Kamesurdag (8160) — 8022 — Eastern
administrative boundary of Kukudagh (10282)
and former Nakhchivan province [8, p. 102—
104].

During the negotiations on the signing of the
Moscow Treaty on March 12, 1921, the Turkish
delegation unanimously supported the idea of
keeping the Sharur-Daralayz region in Azerbaijan
as a whole. The Turkish side justified its position
with the evidence that firstly there were known
bloody events in the area and the need for
Turkish troops to come to the region; Secondly,
this circle was inhabited by Muslims. Because of
this, the right of guardianship over that territory
should be granted to Azerbaijan [9, p. 303]. With
the participation of a representative of the Soviet
Russia to clarify some of the territories following
the Moscow treaty, Turkey signed an agreement
on October 13, 1921, between the three South
Caucasus republics. The contract consisted of 20
articles and 3 annexes.

A number of provisions of this treaty were
consistent with the relevant articles of the
Moscow Treaty. In general, this document was
rejecting unequal rights, forcible contracts, and
the Sevr treaty. The treaty covered a whole set of
provisions on Kars and Batumi territorial issues,
the provision of transport communications
and the free movement of citizens, and the
unwavering civil rights issues, regardless of
national or religious affiliation. Much of it
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was devoted to the settlement of the refugee
problem and the change of military territories,
and the determination of the main directions
of economic, cultural and consular relations
between the negotiating parties.

Article 5 of the agreement was directly related
to the fate of Nakhchivan. Here again the issue of
keeping Nakhchivan within Azerbaijan and granting
autonomy was fixed. Unlike the Moscow Treaty,
Article 5 of the Kars Treaty sets out the parties
agreeing on the status of Nakhchivan. These were
the governments of Turkey, Azerbaijan and Armenia.
This article states that "the Turkish government, the
Republic of Armenia and the Soviet Union agree
to establish Nakhchivan province an autonomous
territory under the auspices of Azerbaijan within the
boundaries set out in Annex III of the Treaty".

The territory of Nakhchivan was defined within
the boundaries set out in Annex III of the Treaty:
“[Nakhchivan territory] starts from Urmia village,
from there on a straight line to the Arazdeyen station
(this station will remain for the Armenian SSR),
then on a straight line to the west of Dashburun
mountain (3142), thence to the river Dashburun
(4108), mountain rod (6607 or 6587), "Rod." Going
along the administrative boundaries of the Iravan
and Sharur-Daralayaz provinces south of the spring
(spring), from the height of 6629 to the coal (6839
or 6930), then to the height of 3080, to Sayatdagh
(7868), to the village of Gurdgulag, Hamasur
mountain (8160), to the height of 8022, Kukudagh
(10282) and [finally] at the eastern administrative
border of the former Nakhchivan province" [4; 8, p.
146].

Turkish sources note that according to the Kars
treaty, Kars and Erdahan sanjags were handed over
to Artvin Turkey in the southern part of Surmali and
Batum east of the Araz river [1].

Conclusion.

The collapse of Tsarist Russia led to the
recapture of the lost lands of the Ottoman state
and a number of military and political events
in the Caucasus. Different nations in the region
have begun their activities to gain independence.
However, Azerbaijani Turks, Georgians and
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